Dent  supervises  construction 
at  Baptist  camp  in  Philippines 


By  Jan  Hill, 

Press  Representative,  FMB 


Bob  Dent,  a  former  journeyman 
who  taught  Bible  classes  in  the  bush 
of  Liberia,  serves  as  camp  manager 
for  the  Luzon  Baptist  Assembly  in 
Cabcaban  Bataan,  Philippines.  He  is 
a  Golden  Gate  Seminary  graduate 
from  Holly  Springs,  Miss.  His  wife 
Kathy,  also  a  Golden  Gate  graduate, 
is  from  Wichita  Falls,  Tex. 

The  Dents,  who  will  serve  in  the 
Philippines  for  two  years,  arrived  in 
May,  1985.  After  completing  one 
month  in  language  study.  Bob  im¬ 
mediately  became  the  supervisor  of 
the  construction  of  a  new  dormitory’ 
which  will  house  about  200  Filipinos, 
a  new  bath  house,  and  a  washing  area 
for  clothes  at  the  camp.  He  called  on 
his  experience  of  buil^ng  bams  and 
simple  houses  back  on  the  farm  in 
Mississippi.  He  estimates  expenses 
were  cut  by  30  to  45  percent  b^ause 
of  his  overseeing  the  construction 
personally. 


The  Dents,  who  will  serve  in 
the  Philippines  for  two  years, 
arrived  in  May,  1985. 


He  also  supervised  extensive 
repairs  on  termite  damage  on  other 
buildings,  repaired  cracks  in  the 
swimming  pool,  and  doubled  the  size 
of  the  kitchen.  He  redesigned  space 
for  more  ^rage  and  faster  food  ser¬ 
vice  in  the  dining  hall.  Lottie  Moon 
Christmas  funds  covered  all  of  the  im-' 
provenjents  which  were  completed 
during  off  season  at  the  camp. 

The  caihp,  which  can  accommodate 
500  pet^le,  is  a  popular  place  because 


of  its  good  facilities,  beach  and  low 
rates.  Baptists  use  it  for  youth  con¬ 
ferences,  conventions,  and  seminars. 
It  is  also  used  by  business  groups  and 
other  organizations  throughout  the 
year.  Dent  said,  “In  the  last  ten 
months  we’ve  had  from  3,000  to  5,000 
visitors,  not  including  our  regular 
Baptist  conferences.  Most  people 
come  for  the  day  only  but  some  stay 
overnight.  The  camp  facilities  are  a 
popular  place  for  weddings,  too.  The 
summer  calendar  (April,  May  and 
June)  is  completely  full.” 

Dent  said,  “In  the  last  ten 
months  we’ve  had  from  3,000 
to  5,000  visitors,  not  including 
our  regular  Baptist  con¬ 
ferences.’’ 

The  camp  Ras  a  beautiful  setting 
overlooking  Manila  Bay,  which  in¬ 
cludes  a  palm  tree  lined  beach.  The 
swimming  pool  and  wash  areas  are 
supplied  by  an  artesian  well.  There 
are  20  huge  shady  mango  trees  on  the 
grounds  which  give  an  abundance  of 
fruit. 

Bob  arid  Kathy  are  involved  in  the 
Baptist  church  in  Limay,  a  20  minute 
drive  from  their  home  in  Moun  .iin 
View.  Bob  teaches  the  Adult  nr  n's 
Sunday  School  class  and  works  v  ith 
the  Baptist  Men.  Kathy  plays  be 
piano  and  helps  with  the  adult  c  jir 
and  is  active  in  W.M.U.  They  also  par¬ 
ticipate  in  a  Bible  study  group  near 
their  home  that  church  members  had 
begun  before  they  arrived.  Several 
people  have  been  baptized  into  their 
church  as  a  result  of  the  group’s  shar¬ 


ing.  'The  Limay  Baptist  Church  has 
three  mission  points,  one  of  which  has 
organized  into  a  self  sustaining 
church. 

Both  Hob  and  Kathy  have  felt 
limitations  in  their  services  because 
of  lack  of  knowing  the  language  and 
feel  the  need  for  American  friends, 
but  they  have  made  many  friends  in 
the  community.  No  other  Americans 
live  in  their  tov^  but  Katie’s  Catholic 
next  door  neighbor  often  goes  shop¬ 
ping  with  her  so  she  can  make  sure 
Kathy  gets  good  prices.  She  also  at¬ 
tends  the  neighborhood  Bible  study 
with  them. 

Bob  and  Kathy  have  taken  in  stride 
the  problems  of  limited  electricity 
and  water  supply.  They  rent  a  Fili{^ 
built  house  completely  furnished. 
When  they  moved  in,  their  landlady 
just  pack^  up  her  suitcase  and  mov¬ 
ed  out  but  left  all  of  the  closets  full. 

No  other  Americans  live  in 
their  town,  but  Kathy’s 
Catholic  next  door  neighbor 
often  goes  shopping  with  her. 

Kathy  has  learned  how  to  store 
water,  boil  drinking  water,  and  bake 
in  an  oven  with  no  thermostat.  Ice 
from  the  small  refrigerator  is  a 
precious  commodity.  The  Dents  are 
expecting  their  first  child  this  month. 
Bob  is  the  son  of  Pattie  Dent.  Holly 
Springs,  newly  elected  recording 
secretary,  WMU,  SBC. 

When  asked  about  future  plans  Bob 
says  he  would  consider  being  a  Bap¬ 
tist  camp  manager  in  the  U.S.  or 
wherever  (ikxl  leads. 


Mother  of  exiles 


*“^^SrZS!SSSsf4and  In  Hand 


■y . 


Not  like  the  brazen  giant  of  Greek  fame,  with  conquering  limbs  astride  from 
land  to  land;  here  at  our  sea-washed  sunset  gates  shall  stand  a  mighty  womai. 
with  a  torch  whose  flame  is  the  imprisoned  lightning,  and  her  name  is  mother 
of  exiles.  —  ‘The  New  Colossus.”  by  Emma  Lazarus 

.ississippian’s  song  to  be 
sung  at  Statue  of  Liberty 

Dawn  Rodgers,  daughter  of  MBCB  staffer  Norman  Rodgers,  and  a 
krriter  with  Word  Records  in  Nashville,  wrote  a  song  that  will  be  sung 
luring  festivities  honoring  American  liberty  as  the  renovated  Statue  of 
...iberty  is  dedicated  the  week  of  July  4  in  New  York. 

The  song  is  “Hand  in  Hand,”  which  Miss  Rodgers  describes  as  a 
t)rotherhood  and  unity-type  of  song.  'The  song  is  included  in  an  album 
«rhich  is  being  distributed  by  A  &  M  Records,  basically  dealing  with  the 
Statue  of  Liberty. 

Miss  Rodgers,  who  has  written  songs  recorded  by  Debbie  Boone,  Sandi 
'atti,  the  Imperials,  and  Amy  Grant,  is  also  a  performer  in  her  own  right. 
She  sings  in  the  album  “Straight  to  the  Heart,”  and  wrote  seven  of  the 
line  songs  in  it. 


Words  by  Dawn  Rodgers 
Music  by  Tricia  Walker 


Wsl: 

We're  in  a  day  when  we  must  look  beyond  ourselves 

And  see  into  the  hearts  of  others 

As  brother  looks  to  brother 

And  we  walk  with  one  another 

We’ll  find  that  anyone  can  be  a  friend 

CHO: 

Hand  in  hand 

We’ll  be  the  strongest  we  can  be 
If  we  learn  to  stand 
By  those  in  need 

And  shoulder  pressed  to  shoulder 

We  will  build  a  mighty  wall 

And  nothing  in  the  world  can  make  us  fall 

If  we  starKj 

Hartd  in  hand 


Vs2:  ^ 

Some  people  say  there's  not  much  that  we  can  learn 
But  I  know  there’s  so  much  love  that  we're  not  living 
If  all  that  we've  been  given 
We  can  learn  to  give  away 
We'tl  find  that  we  can  build  a  better  day 
;■  ... 

CHO; 

(Repeat) 


BRI: 

If  we  can  learn  to  join  our  voices  in  a  song 

We’ll  see  it’s  our  differences  that  really  make  us  strong 

CHO: 

(Repeat) 
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Editorials . .  ^^^by^^Don^cGregor 

An  excellent  plan 


Jerry  R.  Kirk  is  president  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Coalition  A^inst  Pornography, 
Inc. 

He  is  a  Presbyterian  minister  of 
Cincinnati  who  has  taken  a  leave  from 
his  pulpit  temporarily  in  order  to  lead 
a  nationwide  fight  on  ponu^raphy.  A 
few  days  ago  he  was  in  Mississippi. 

Kirk  is  determined  to  close  adult 
book  stores  and  X-rated  movie  houses 
in  the  United  States  in  years  and 
says  that  it  can  be  done. 

He  realizes  that  the  task  he  has  laid 
out  for  himself  is  not  easy.  He  says, 
“The  church  of  Jesus  Christ  has  seen 
the  victims  of  pornography  and  has 
walked  by  on  the  other  side  of  the 
road.”  And  yet  the  church  should  be 
his  strongest  ally  3nd  supporter. 

“Where  have  the  Christians  been?” 
asks  Kirk.  He  notes  that  “Cable  porn 
and  pom  movies  are  proliferating  in¬ 
to  the  motels  and  into  the  homes  via 
both  cable  and  satellite.' What  used  to 


be  in  the  sleazy  part  of  downtown  is 
now  downstairs  and  is  coming  to  fami¬ 
ly  rooms  and  living  rooms  across 
America.  Cable  is  now  in  40  to  50  per¬ 
cent  of  the  homes  and  is  projected  to 
be  in  90  percent  of  the  homes  1990.” 
He  quotes  the  editor  of  a  pornographic 
magazine  as  saying  that  he’ll  fight  un¬ 
til  triple  X  films  are  available  in  evwy 
home  Kirk  quotes  the  man  as  saying, 
“We  will  push  the  First  Amendment 
as  far  as  it  will  go.” 

“God  only  has  a  first  team,”  Kirk 
says,  “and  that  is  the  body  of  Christ.” 

Leaders  can  talk  to  leaders,  he 
declares.  “Public  servants  want  to 
serve  when  the>’  know  they  are  not 
dealing  with  a  bunch  of  crazies,”  he 
said. 

Tb  be  effective  Kirk  notes,  the  por¬ 
nography  fighters  must  know  the  laws 
and  they  must  agree  on  the  focus.  11)0 
laws  are  on  the  books,  he  says.  They 
simply  need  to  be  enforced. 


“What  is  God  saying?”  he  asks  and 
answers,  “How  much  are  your 
children  worth?”  He  points  out  that 
closing  adult  book  stores  and  X-rated 
movie  houses  will  hurt  the  Mafia 
because  “90  percent  of  hard  c<h«  pw- 
nografrfiy  is  in  the  hands  of  organiz¬ 
ed  crime.” 

He  says  that  Christian  leaders  need 
to  pray,  to  determine  their  target,  and 
to  build  an  army.  He  notes  that  the  at¬ 
torney  general’s  report  on  por¬ 
nography  due  for  release  July  3  will 
be  helpful. 

Kirk’s  church  has  released  him  for 
90  percent  of  the  time  and  is  paying 
his  salary  so  that  he  can  lead  his  fight 
on  pornography  across  the  nation.  He 
expects  Mississippi  Baptist  to  be  will¬ 
ing  to  join  him  in  the  battle. 

In  whatever  way  we  do  it,  we  need 
to  be  fighting  this  menace  Jerry  Kirk 
has  put  together  an  excellent  plan  for 
attack. 


inddy 


Guest  opinion  .  .  . 

“He  that  ruleth  .  .  .  must  be  just 


God  established  rulers  and 
authorities  to  insure  justice  among 
humans  and  nations.  Only  the  ruler  or 
elected  official  who  works  for  justice 
is  fulfilling  his  or  her  God-given 
opportunity. 

No  king  in  Israel  or  Judah  was 
honored  by  the  people  and  by  God  as 
was  King  David.  In  spite  of  his 
frailties.  David  led  the  people  with 
great  wisdom  and  loyalty. 

In  his  last  public  addr^  to  the  na¬ 
tion,  David  emphasized  justice  as  an 
essential  quality  for  the  one  who  rules 
and  leads  the  nation.  The  leader  who 


By  Larry  Braidfoot 
acts  with  justice  sensitizes  the  people 
to  the  need  for  equality  and  compas¬ 
sion  In  every  area  of  government,  in¬ 
cluding  public  policy. 

Although  our  form  of  government  is 
different  and  our  leaders  are  not 
kings,  David’s  words  are  still  vital  for 
our  understanding  of  how  political  of¬ 
ficials  are  to  serve.  The  requirement 
of  justice  binds  our  leaders  to  act  for 
the  good  of  the  nation  and  not  for  their 
own  personal  interest.  God  expects 
this  of  them.  We  should  expect  it  of 
them. 

Christian  Citizenship  Sunday  is  an 


Retirement  planning: 
Pound  of  prevention 


occasion  for  prayer.  It  is  a  special  day 
to  pray  that  God  will  give  tte  leaders 
of  our  local  communities,  states,  and 
nation  the  wisdom  and  insight  to  per¬ 
form  their  duties  with  justice.  It  is  a 
time  to  give  thanks  to  God  for  the 
blessings  of  liberty  and  for  those 
leaders  who  have  helped  establish  the 
justice  we  enjoy  as  citizens  of  the 
United  States  of  America. 

Larry  Braidfoot  is  general  counsel 
and  director  of  Christian  citizenship 
development  for  the  Christian  Life 
Commission  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention. 


Guest  opinion  .  .  . 

’86  Coming  of  Age— Chautauqua 


When  the  fall  colors  of  brilliant 
orange,  flaming  red,  and  dazzling  gold 
splash  across  the  mountainsides, 
some  10,000  senior  adults  from  across 
ihe  land  load  into  cars,  vans,  and 
church  buses  and  head  for  Ridgecrest, 
North  Carolina,  or  Glorieta,  New 
Mexico. 

Every  fall,  thousands  converge  on 
the  two  Conference  Centers  for  one  of 
the  spectacular  weeks  known  as 
Chautauquas. 

In  keeping  with  the  early  Chautau¬ 
qua  movement,  which  began  in  1874 
at  Lake  Chautauqua,  New  York,  and 
majored  on  Christian  education  and 
entertainment,  today’s  participants 
experience  spiritual  enrichment,  per¬ 
sonal  development,  crafts,  and 


By  Jack  Gulledgc 
sight-seeing. 

Six  Chautauqua  weeks  are  planned 
for  Ridgecrest,  North  Carolina: 
September  22-26;  September 
29-October  3;  October  6-10;  October 
13-17;  October  20-24;  and  October 
27-31. 

Four  weeks  are  scheduled  at 
Glorieta,  New  Mexico:  September 
15-19;  September  22-26;  September 
20-October  3;  and  October  6-10. 

These  Chautauquas  are  the  first  of 
four  major  events  celebrating  the 
COMING  OF  AGE  emphasis  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  Family  Ministry  De^rt- 
ment  of  the  Baptist  Sunday  School 
Board  in  1906-87.  The  other  three 
events  are  the  first  Southern  Baptist 


,.Se|ii«r  Adult  Convention,  Afnil  27-29, 
Wnrth  Texas;  thebbser- 
vaBoe.of  Senior  Adult  Dtky, '^y  3, 
1987,  in  all  Southern  Baptist  churches ; 
and  a  special  study  in  every  local 
church  of  the  book.  Coming  of  Age: 
Senior  Adults  and  the  Churches,  dur¬ 
ing  August,  1907. 

More  information  is  available  by 
writing:  COMING  OF  AGE,  Family 
Ministry  Department,  127  Ninth 
Avenue  North,  Nashville,  'Ibnnessee 
37234.  Further  detailed  information 
about  these  events  will  be  published 
in  forthcoming  issues  of  Mature 
Living. 

Jack  GttUedge  is  editor.  Mature  Liv¬ 
ing.  Baptist  Sunday  School  Board. 


The  “pounding”  has  always  been  a 
symbol  of  the  church’s  love  and  a 
means  of  supplemental  support  for  a 
new  pastor  and  his  family. 

'Through  the  years,  the  pounding 
has  endured.  But  times  have  chang¬ 
ed;  and  though  food  remains  as  basic 
a  need  as  ever,  churches,  pastors  and 
staff  members  must  consider  other 
essential  needs  alsa 

Pension  planning  is  needed  today 
more  than  ever. 

According  to  pension  experts,  a 
retiree  needs  income  equivalent  to  70 
percent  of  what  he  earns  in  his.  last 
year  of  full-time  employment  to  main¬ 
tain  his  normal  lifestyle 

Without  a  pension  or  another  form 
of  regular  income,  such  as  an  in¬ 
dividual  retirement  account,  most 
people  would  not  be  able  to  maintain 
their  pre-retirement  lifestyle. 

As  a  pastor  or  employee  of  a 
Southern  Baptist  church,  you  have 
convenient  access  to  the  Church  An¬ 
nuity  Plan,  a  pension  program  ad¬ 
ministered  by  the  Annuity  Board. 

In  planning  a  strategy  for  building 
a  retirement  reserve,  several  factors 
must  be  considered,  including: 

—  When  you  begin  contributing; 

—  Adequate,  regular  contributions ; 

—  Thxes;  and 

—  Elamings. 

Length  of  participaticm  and  ade¬ 
quacy  and  regularity  of  contributions 
are  factors  you  control  in  building  a 
retirement  account.  Ihxes  and  earn¬ 
ings  are  more  or  less  beyond  your 
control. 

However,  contributions  to  the 
Church  Annuity  Plan  can  be  tax- 


sheltered,  and  Annuity  Board  earn¬ 
ings  compare  favorably  with  similar 
retirement  plans. 

In  order  to  take  full  advantage  of 
your  account’s  long-term  growth 
potential,  you  should  enroll  in  the 
Church  Annuity  Plan  as  soon  as  you 
can  and  continue  monthly  contribu¬ 
tions  of  at  least  10  percent  of  compen¬ 
sation  throughout  your  entire  active 
ministry. 

’The  later  you  join  the  plan,  the 
largec^ymir  contributions  must  be  in 
order  to  provide  adequate  income  at 
retirement. 

A  higher  percentage  of  contribu¬ 
tions,  of  course,  produces  greater 
benefits.  Contributing  a  constant 
percentage  rate  rather  than  a  fixed 
dollar  amount  assures  that  your  par¬ 
ticipation  increases  {Hoportionately 
with  income 

Here’s  an  example  of  how  your  ac¬ 
count  grows,  based  on  (1)  the  recom¬ 
mended  10  percent  minimum  monthly 
contribution,  <2)  that  your  salary  dur¬ 
ing  the  first  year  of  i>articipation  is 
$12,000,  (3)  that  you  receive  annual  7 
percent  raises  and  (4)  that  your  con¬ 
tributions  earn  an  average  9  percent 
each  year. 

After  35  years: 

—  Ifour  annual  salary  will  be 
$128,112; 

—  Your  retirement  account  will 
have  grown  to  $655,500; 

—  Your  monthly  retirement  benefits 
will  be  $5,384  or  approximately  50  per¬ 
cent  of  your  pre-retirement  salary. 

lb  ke^  the  illustration  in  perspec¬ 
tive,  consider  this:  Assuming  5  per¬ 
cent  annual  inflation,  a  loaf  of  bread 
(Continued  on  page  8) 
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Churches  must  follow  up 
on  summer  youth  decisions 


GLORIETA,  N.M.  (BP)  -  FbUow- 
ing  an  emotional  week  at  Summer 
Youth  Celebrations  —  where  hundreds 
of  teenagers  make  some  decision 
regarding  Christ  —  Baptist  youth 
leaders  face  the  challenge  of  seeing 
that  their  youths’  initial  excitement 
does  not  subside. 

“Churches  need  to  treat  this  as  a 
maj(M*  spiritual  turning  point  in  the 
lives  of  a  lot  of  the  youth,”  said  Curt 
Bradford,  youth  consultant  in  the 
Southern  Baptist  Sunday  School 
Board’s  church  training  department. 
“They  need  to  say,  ‘OK,  what  next?’  ” 

Th^  summer,  more  than  one-fourth 
of  the  1,297  youth  attending  Youth 
Celebration  week  at  Glorieta,  N.M., 
and  2,067  at  a  similar  conference  at 
Ridgecrest,  N.C.,  made  spiritual  deci¬ 
sions,  said  (Hyde  Hall,  supervisor  of 
the  youth  section  of  the  boanl’s  church 
training  department,  which  sponsors 
the  celebrations. 

At  Glorieta,  256  made  Christian 
faith  rededications;  58,  professions  of 
faith  in  Christ;  113,  church  vocation 
decisions;  and  17,  various  other  deci¬ 
sions.  At  Ridgecrest,  there  were  426 
rededications,  67  professions  of  faith. 


42  church  vocations,  and  32  others. 

It  is  extremely  important  youth 
leaders  know  how  to  follow  up  on  the 
decisions  youths  make  at  the  celebra¬ 
tions,  Bradford  said,  adding,  they 
must  teach  them  a  daily  quiet  time 
and  daily  Bible  study  are  needed  for 
a  continuing  Christian  education. 

Hall  said  the  youth  weeks  at 
Glorieta  and  Ridgecrest  are  design¬ 
ed  to  teach  youth  how  to  continue  to 
grow  spirituaUy  and  personally.  He 
noted  week-l<Hig  courses  on  how  to 
guide  youth  in  growing  in  (Christian 
faith  also  are  offered  to  youth  leaders. 

“The  whole  week  is  designed  as  a 
beginning  in  personal  growth,”  Hall 
said.  “It’s  more  than  that,  but  that’s 
part  of  it.”  The  youth  gain  experience 
in  memmizing  Scripture,  taking  wor¬ 
ship  notes,  participating  in  group 
stupes,  experiencing  daily  a  quiet 
time  and  studying  church  training 
curriculum. 

“We  want  them  to  go  home  and  con¬ 
tinue  the  same  types  of  things  they  do 
here,”  he  added. 

Dickie  Dunn,  associate  pastor  and 
minister  of  education  and  adminstra- 
tion  at  First  Church,  Beaumont, 


Ttocas,  said  churches  must  ctmtinue  to 
maintain  programs  week-by-week  to 
provide  growth  experiences  for  the 
youth. 

“Kids  can’t  just  survive  on  this 
mountaintop  expeience,”  he  said. 
“Churches  need  to  offer  continued 
programs  through  Sunday  School, 
Church  IVaining,  missions,  and  choir.” 

DeRema  Dunn,  a  youth  chiuth 
trainiifg  leado*  at  the  diurdi,  said  she 
believes  the  youth  should  “read  God’s 
Word  every  day.” 

“That’s  one  very  good  way  to  keep 
the  conunitment  real,”  she  said,  ad¬ 
ding  inlaying  daily  and  ministering  to 
others  are  ways  to  keep  the  Christian 
faith  strong. 

Steve  Ware,  youth  minister  at  Two 
Rivers  Church,  Nashville,  said  involv- ' 
ing  youth  in  the  wcn^hip  service  can 
help  “keep  their  excitement  going.” 

Ron  Cunningham,  a  former  youth 
minister  with  Little  Rock,  Ark.,  chur¬ 
ches  and  a  youth  celebration  pirogram 
leader,  said  he  agrees  that  “getting 
kids  involved”  is  the  key. 

T^rri  Lackey  writes  for  the  BSSR 


Eugene  Cotey  is  named  chairman  of 
Home  Mission  Board  Search  Committee 


ATLANTA  (BP)  —  A  seven- 
member  search  committee  has  been 
appointed  to  reconunend  a  new  presi¬ 
dent  for  the  Southern  Baptist  Home 
Mission  Board  to  succeed  William  G. 
Thnner  who  has  become  executive 
director-treasurer  of  the  Baptist 
Cieneral  Convention  of  Oklahoma. 

Eugene  Cotey,  pastor  of  First 
(Dhurdi,  Murfreeslx^  Ibnn.,  is  chair¬ 
man  of  the  search  committee 

Committee  members  were  ap¬ 
pointed  the  five  elected  officers  of 
the  85-member  board  in  accordance 
with  the  agency’s  bylaws. 

Travis  Wiginton,  pastor  of  Bethel 
Church,  Norman,  ()kla.,  and  chair¬ 
man  of  the  board,  announced  the 
selection  of  the  search  committee  in 
a  letter  to  all  members  ot  the  board 
the  week  after  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  in  mid-June. 

In  the  same  letter,  Wiginton  also  an¬ 
nounced  appointment  of  an  eight- 
member  “site  development  commit¬ 
tee”  to  study  and  recommend  im¬ 
provements  in  the  board’s  [Mxiperty  in 
mid-town  Atlanta. 

In  an  interview,  Wiginton  said  the 
five  officers  sought  to  appoint 
members  of  the  search  committee  to 
give  a  balance  between  men  and 


women,  pastors  and  lay  members, 
new  and  older  members. 

“The  committee  was  not  appointed 
on  the  basis  of  theology  or  politics  in 
the  denomination,”  Wiginton  said.  He 
added  there  was  no  attempt  to 
“balance”  political  points  of  view  on 
the  committee 

Wiginton  said  he  and  the  officers 
had  received  35  suggestions  of  persons 
to  serve  on  the  committee  yet  the 
bylaws  stipulated  the  committee 
could  not  be  more  than  seven 
members. 

Cotey,  chairman  of  the  search  com¬ 
mittee,  urged  all  Southern  Baptists  to 
pray  for  the  committee,  and  to  send 
any  recommendations  they  want  the 
committee  to  consider  to  him  in 
writing  in  care  of  First  Baptist 
Church,  200  Elast  Main,  Murfreesboro, 
Tenn.  37130. 

The  committee  will  hold  its  first 
meeting  in  Atlanta  on  July  8  to  begin 
drawing  up  a  profile  of  the  qualifica¬ 
tions  th^  will  look  for  in  a  {Hvsident 
and  reviewing  resumes,  Wiginton 
said.  Cotey  and  Wiginton  asked 
recommendations  be  submitted  in 
writing  before  that  date 

Other  members  named  to  the 
search  committee  are: 


—  J.  Don  Aderhold,  pastor,  Colum¬ 
bia  Drive  Church,  De^tur,  Ga. ; 

—  Lawanna  Mclver,  television 
hostess  on  the  ACTTS  network  and 
member  of  Wilshire  Church,  Dallas, 
where  her  husband  is  pastor. 

—  Troy  L.  Morrison,  director  of 
church-minister  relations  for  the 
Alabama  Baptist  State  Convention, 
Montgomery; 

—  Lula  D.  Walker,  Woman’s  Mis¬ 
sionary  Union  director  and  adult  Sun¬ 
day  School  teacher  for  First  Church, 
Beaverton,  Ore 

—  Frank  S.  Wells,  pastor  of 
Briarcliff  Church,  Atlanta,  and 
former  missionary  to  Indonesia  and 
director  of  the  SBC  Foreign  Mission 
Board’s  missionary  orientation; 

—  M.  A.  Winchester,  medical  doc¬ 
tor  and  member  of  First  Church, 
Stearns,  Ky. 

As  chairman  of  the  board,  Wiginton 
will  be  an  ex  officio  member  of  both 
the  search  committee  and  the  site 
development  committee 

App^ted  to  the  site  development 
committee  w«e  John  P.  Fhris  of 
Greenville,  S.C.,  chairman;  C^anriyn 
Byrd  of  Chariot  N.C.;  R.  Herschel 
Chevailier  of  Knoxville  Tenn.;  Clif- 
(Continued  on  page  5) 


Acteen  acts  as  page 


Holly  Benzenhafer,  a  member  of  Prentiss  Church,  Prentiss,  places  news  stories 
into  the  several  hundred  boxes  set  up  for  press  representatives  who  wrote  thousands 
of  stories  about  the  events  surrounding  the  SBC  in  Atlanta.  Miss  Benzenhafer  serv¬ 
ed  as  a  page  because  of  her  participation  on  the  Acteens  Advisory  Panel.  Only  six 
girts  at  the  time  serve  on  that  panel  which  is  applied  for  through  Accent  magazine 
with  recommerxtations  from  pastor,  WMU  director  and  others,  having  to  write  essays, 
and  involvement  in  Studiact.  She  had  never  been  to  a  national  WMU  or  SBC  meeting. 
She  said  she  enjoyed  getting  access  to  places  she  would  not  see  otherwise.  -The 
difficulty  was  in  having  to  take  "a  neutral  position." 


Argentina  teams  see 
966  professions  of  faith 


Twenty  teams  of  volunteers  who 
held  revival  crusades  in  Argentina  in 
May  report  652  professions  of  faith 
made  during  their  1,206  visits  in 
homes  in  the  ten  days;  314  precessions 
of  faith  made  during  church  services; 
966  total  professions  of  faith;  82  com¬ 
ing  for  baptism;  and  405  making  otho- 
dedsions,  or  a  total  of  1,442  decisions. 

Some  of  those  on  the  teams  were 
from  Mississippi.  Three  teams  went 
from  Bolivar  County.  A  report  from 
thdr  team  leaders  was  printed  in  a  re¬ 
cent  issue  of  the  Bolivar  Baptist 
Bulletin.  (Fourteen  churches  and 
many  individuals  helped  the  nine  to 
go  from  Bolivar.) 

Highlights  from  Larry  Thornton: 
The  experience  of  sharing  with  the 
people  of  Argentina  the  living  faith 
has  been  a  time  long  to  be 
remonbered.  Lisso  Simmons,  Jeanne 
Robison,  and  I  ministered  in  two  chur¬ 
ches.  We  found  the  people  to  be  open 
to  our  messages.  Home  meetings, 
unlike  what  we  do  in  our  country, 
resulted  in  more  professions  of  faith 
than  in  the  church  services. 

We  learned  “flexibility”  and  pa¬ 
tience  in  dealing  with  a  new  culture 
However,  I  again  realized  that  “the 
language  of  the  heart”  is  far  clearer 
than  either  Spanish  w  English. 

I  am  grateful  that  Bdivar  County 
Baptists  provided  the  means  for  such 
an  outreach.  Without  doubt,  this  is  a 
worthy  mission  emphasis  that  bears 
fruit  both  here  and  there 

HighUghts  from  Ihlmadge  PaiuwD: 
Barriers  separate  people  from  each 
other  and  must  be  crossed  by  those 
who  witness  effectively.  Doc  Brown, 
Brooks  Alexander,  and  I  made  up 


Tbam  #10.  In  Argentina  we  saw  bar¬ 
riers  of  geography,  ctilture,  religion, 
race,  and  economics  broken  down. 
From  the  four  churches  where  we 
witnessed,  34  precious  persons  receiv¬ 
ed  Jesus  as  ^viw  and  many  others 
experienced  revival. 

What  does  this  mean  to  me?  Daily 
I  pray  for  this  sea  of  peq;>le  anxious¬ 
ly  awaiting  the  good  news  of  liberty 
through  Christ  our  Lord.  Surely  I  will 
be  a  more  dedicated  pastor  to  mis¬ 
sions  in  Bolivar  (bounty.  Thanks,  dear 
pe(^le  for  sending  us.  Your  work  of 
faith  is  established  in  thousands  of 
hearts. 

Highlights  from  Joe  Anderson: 
Mike  Self,  Katherine  Gladden,  and  I 
made  up  Team  «13.  Our  assignment 
was  the  Villa  Gazzoni  diurch  in 
Parana  and  the  Bella  Vista  (Hiurch  in 
Rosaria  We  not  only  saw  41  people 
come  to  Christ  as  Villa  Gazzoni,  but 
also  helped  the  pastor  to  b^in 
organizing  the  chur^  for  ministry.  In 
Bella  Vista,  we  say  70  people  come  to 
Christ  and  many  others  become  a 
part  of  the  church.  When  we  arrived 
in  Bella  Vista,  10  adults  from  the 
motho*  church  were  carrying  on  a 
ministry  with  children.  When  we  left, 
God  had  raised  up  a  church  of  70  to  80 
adults  in  five  days. 

This  has  helped  me  as  a  pastor  to 
try  to  lead  pe^e  to  see  that  if  our 
world  is  to  know  about  Christ,  we 
must  all  get  involved  no  matter  what 
the  cost  to  us  as  indIvidualB.  Bold  Mis- 
skns  will  not  be  accompUshed  by  mis- 
stonaries  or  those  of  us  who  are 
pastors.  It  will  only  be  accomplished 
if  we  join  hands  together  to  see  that 
our  world  comes  to  know  Christ.  < 
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Mississippi 
people  attend 

the  SBC 


Michael  Culbreath,  religion  editor  of  the  Jackson  Clarion  Ledger,  interviews  J.  Roy 
McComb.  pastor  of  First  Church,  Columbia,  center,  and  Keith  Gordon,  pastor  of  East 
Columbia  Church,  Columbia. 


James  Yates,  pastor  of  First  Church,  Yazoo  City,  made  it  to  television  during  the 
SBC  meeting  in  Atlanta.  A  member  of  the  SBC  Executive  Committee,  Yhtes  introduced 
a  recommer>dation  from  the  committee.  This  photo  was  shot  from  the  newsroom. 


Paul  Jacobs  Jr,  the  man  on  the  right,  is  smiling  because  he  just  won  a  trip  to 
anywhere  in  the  U  S.  that  Eastern  Airlines  flies.  He  won  it  at  a  Baptist  Tour  Leader 
breakfast  hosted  by  Libbie  Christie  Oeft)  of  Bryan  Tours  in  Jackson.  Paul  Sr,  is  at 
center.  This  was  the  first  convention  Paul  Jr,  who  enters  Mississippi  State  University 
this  fall,  ever  attended.  The  Jacobs  were  messengers  from  Northside  Church,  Clin¬ 
ton.  Ms.  Christie  is  a  member  of  First  Church,  Jackson. 


L'Nola  Hall,  a  native  of  New  Albany, 
Miss.,  is  a  missionary  of  the  Home  Mis¬ 
sion  Board's  Christian  Social  Ministries 
Centers  Department.  She  serves  as  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  Baptist  Stewart  Center  in  Atlan¬ 
ta.  Previously  she  was  assistant  director 
of  missions  for  Houston  Mission  Centers 
in  Texas.  She  spoke  at  the  Sunday  even¬ 
ing  session  of  the  Woman’s  Missionary 
Union  Convention  and  also  had  about  50 
of  the  children  from  the  Stewart  Center 
there  for  a  brief  presentation. 


Buster  Pray,  a  native  of  Jackson  and  now  minister  of  music  at  First  Church,  Wichita 
Falls,  Texas,  leads  the  choir  and  orchestra  of  that  church  as  they  perform  at  the 
Southern  Baptist  Pastors’  Conference  prior  to  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention.  Pray’s 
mother.  Dot  Pray,  is  a  keyboard  specialist  with  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Church  Music 
Department. 


This  trio  of  Mississippi  Baptists  consists  of  Roy  Moore,  pastor  of  Fairfield  Church. 
Moselle;  Stan  Fornea.  pastor  of  First  Church.  Marks:  and  Wendell  Frasier,  minister 
of  education  at  Tylertown  Church,  Tylertown. 


Owen  Cooper,  center,  displays  tor  messengers  a  Distinguish¬ 
ed  Citizen  Award  presented  by  Foy  Valentine,  director  of  the 
SBC  Christian  Life  Commission.  Mrs.  Cooper  is  at  left.  The 
award  was  given  tor  leadership  in  Christian  social  ethics  to  the 
Yazoo  City  layman,  the  most  recent  layman  to  be  SBC  presi¬ 
dent.  Said  Valentme,  "Owen  Cooper  stands  tor  all  that’s  best 
in  Baptist  life  . . .  this  third-worldly  Christian,  prophetic  chur¬ 
chman,  coTKemed  citizen,  lifelong  learner,  practical  dreamer. 
Baptist  Statesman,  and  doer  of  the  gospel.”  Cooper,  who  said 


he  once  opposed  Christian  Life  Commission  stands  against 
racism,  said  he  accepted  the  award  on  behalf  of  many  Southern 
Baptists  who  have  changed  in  understanding  how  to  apply  the 
teachings  of  Jesus  Christ  In  relation  to  others.  He  said  he  has 
changed  from  "a  person  of  prejudice  into  a  person  who  ac¬ 
cepts  that  God  is  no  respecter  of  persons,”  from  a  person  of 
inaction  into  a  person  involved  in  the  battle  against  world 
hunger;  and  from  a  person  of  cofKern  into  a  person  of  action 
against  such  things  as  child  abuse,  pornography,  and  drugs. 


New  officers  of  the  Conference  of  Southern  Baptist  Evangelists  are  (from  left)  Bob 
Karxlig.  Memphis,  lertn.,  partiamentarian;  Jerry  Swimmer,  luka.  Miss.,  assistant  music 
director;  Dick  Barrett.  Bremen,  Ga.,  music  director;  Jackson  Cox,  Milledgeville,  Ga., 
secretary-treasurer;  Henry  Linginfeiler,  Alcoa,  lexas,  vice  president;  and  Rudy  Her- 
nartdez,  San  Antonio,  Texas,  president.  (Photo  by  Stanley  Leary) 
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Guy  Henderson,  director  of  evangelism  for  the  ches  participating  in  the  Good  News  America 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board,  has  gathered  simultaneous  revivals, 
reports  from  a  number  of  associations  which  had  chur- 


Reports  have  been  received  from  30  of  75  associations 

(Friday,  May  16) 


RESPONSIBILITIES  INCLUDE:  Preparation  of 
system  design  and  programming  specifications;  in¬ 
structing  programmers  and  operations  personnel  dur¬ 
ing  systems  programming  and  testing. 


A  total  of  641  churches  reported  1896  were  250  decisions,  said  it  “brought  revivals”  and  “the  distribution  of 
decisions  and  of  this  number  there  pastors  and  people  closer  together  in  Bibles  was  one  of  the  best  things  in  the 
were  913  professions  of  faith.  praying  for  a  united  effort  and  had  Good  News  Revivals.” 

George  Association,  Horace  Glass,  some  good  solid  results  in  our  chur-  Most  churches  in  Good  News 
director  of  missions,  reported  150  ches.”  America  ’86  reported  the  best  atten- 

decisions  with  “90  percent  of  them  be-  Calhoun  Association,  Wayne  dance  and  highest  sustained  interest 
ing  on  professions  of  faith.”  Gullett,  said,  “those  churches  that  of  any  revival  in  the  last  few  years. 

Pike  Association,  Glen  Williams,  prepared  as  suggested  came  out  a  lot  Maurice  Clayton,  pastor  of  Hillcrest 
director  of  missions,  reported  46  pro-  stronger  and  more  together.  They  Church  in  Jackson,  said  it  was  like 
fessions  of  faith  and  that  the  revival  were  the  ones  that  experienced  another  Pentecost.  One  director  of 
had  “created  a  spirit  of  togetherness”  revival.”  missions  requested  Baptists  have  one 

in  their  area.  Ervin  Brown,  Northwest  Associa-  simultaneous  revival  effort  every 

Olyn  Roberts  in  Natchez  reported  tion,  where  there  were  150  decisions  year. 

52  saved  and  a  “renewed  interest  in  and  75  professions  of  faith  reported  The  next  scheduled  simultaneous 
our  churches”  and  Bobby  Perry  of  thus  far  said,  “there  were  more  revival  is  for  the  spring  of  1990  and 
Gulf  Coast  Association,  where  ttere  results  per  church  than  in  the  regular  preparation  is  already  under  way. 


REQUIREMENTS:  Four  years  experience  in  COBOL 
programming;  formal  training  and/or  experience  in 
systems  design;  experience  in  micro-computer  pro¬ 
gramming;  undergraduate  degree  in  Computer 
Science,  Information  Systems  or  related  business 
degree;  experience  on  HP3000/48  a  plus. 


Become  part  of  an  aggressive  DP  shop  committed 
to  excellence  in  service.  Send  resume  to: 


Missions  directors  hear  Pollard 


Employment  Services 
Home  Mission  Board  SBC 
1350  Spring  St.,  NW 
Atlanta,  GA  30367 


ATLANTA  —  Lost  purpose,  not  false  professionals,  who  violate  the  biblical  _  “Our  lives  will  not  work  unless  we 
doctrine  has  caused  the  demise  of  commandment  against  taking  God’s  say  we  are  willing  to  be  mastered  by 
denominations  throughout  history,  name  in  vain.  God.” 

Frank  Pollard,  pastor  of  First  Church,  “Vain  means  empty  and  lifeless  and  Calling  those  gathered  for  the  con- 
Jackson,  Miss.,  reminded  Southern  without  direction,”  he  explained.  “It’s  ference  “the  influencers  of  the  in- 
Baptist  directors  of  missions.  the  sin  of  dull  religion,  of  losing  the  fluencers,”  Pollard  recalled  that  “in 

Leadership  is  different  than  sense  of  wonder  in  our  ministry.  my  young  life  s(Mne  (rf  the  most  impor- 
management,  Pollard  emphasized.  “The  sin  of  our  age  is  a  mild,  lifeless  tant  people  were  directors  of  mis- 

“A  leader  is  one  who  knows  where  kind  of  religion.  And  the  world  around  sions.” 
we  are  going,”  said  Pollard,  who  us  is  seeing  it.”  Prior  to  Pollard’s  address,  the  group 

pointed  to  the  Apostle  Paul  as  an  ex-  The  Mississippi  pastor  and  former  elected  (rfficers  fw  the  upcoming  year, 
ample  of  a  leader  with  “an  eye  on  the  president  of  Golden  Gate  Seminary,  Those  officers  are  Carl  Duck, 
main  theme”  said  man  is  created  to  be  mastered  Nashville,  'Itenn.,  president;  Mack 

“There  has  never  been  a  demunina-  and  every  person  is  controlled  by  Smoke  Baytown,  'Bsxas,  first  vice 
tion  that  has  gone  down  because  of  someone  w  something.  president;  Paul  Camp,  Macon,  Ga., 

false  doctrine,  but  rather  because  of  Adding  that  man’s  freedom  allows  second  vice  president;  Maurice 
lost  purpose”  him  to  choose  his  master,  Pollard  urg-  Flowers,  Laurel,  Miss.,  secretary ; 

PoUaiij  urged  the  associa tional  ed  the  directions  of  missions  to  select  Robert  Wainwright,  Oxford,  N.C., 
leaders  not  to  become  dull  religious  God  as  master.  treasurer. 


Come  to  the  BEACH 
For  great  Family  Fun 
on  the  GULF 


7  SUN  S  FUN  Family  Package  $150 

(per  person  •  double  occupancy) 

6  DAYS/5  NIGHTS  May  25-Sept.  9, 1986 
(Sundays  thru  Thursdays) 

•  $50  Food  Allowance 

•  5  nights  accommodations 

^  •  Discount  coupon  for  area 

attractions 

Shorter  or  longer  stays  available 

At  the  Biloxi  Beach  Motor  Inn, 

/f  we’ve  got  everything  you  need  to 
U  make  your  vacation  great.  184 
^  spacious  rooms.  A  full-service 
^  restaurant.  Water  sports.  Nightly 

entertainment.  And  a  spectacular 
^  view  of  our  Gulf.  Carolyn  or 

Dorrie  in  the  Reservation  Office 
f  can  design  a  special  money- 
<  saving  plan  for  your  individual 
A  vacation  needs.  Use  this  coupon 
^  to  get  your  free  brochure. 


followed  a  native  Mississippian,  Carl  ing  was  $15,000.  In  1985  it  was  $105,000. 
Bates,  as  pastor  of  First  Church,  The  goal  for  1986  is  $115,000. 
Charlotte  Bates  also  is  a  former  McKeever’s  last  service  in  Cohim- 
president  of  the  Southern  Baptist  jjyg  June  15.  He  plans  to  continue 
Convention.  cartoon  syndication  following  his 

The  Charlotte  church  was  relocated  move  to  Charlotte 
12  years  ago  and  has  just  broken  Another  former  Charlotte  pastor 
ground  for  a  $5  mUlion  auditorium  to  ^gs  the  late  C.  C.  Warren,  who  in¬ 
seat  1,600.  The  church  has  2,700  itjated  the  30,000  movement  while  he 
members.  president  of  the  Southern  Baptist 

In  Columbus  during  McKeever’s  Convention.  That  was  an  effort  to 
ministry  the  membership  gave  establish  30,000  new  churches  and 
almost  $2  million  to  missions  through  missions  among  Southern  Baptists. 

Mrs.  Warren  now  lives  in  Yazoo  Ci- 


non  July  13. 

In  Charlotte  Mc- 
Keever  will  follow 
Charles  Page,  who 
has  become  pastor 
of  First  Church, 

McKeever  Nashville,  Tenn. 

Franklin  Paschall,  a  former  president  the  Cooperative  Program.  Ibtal  mis 
of  the  Southern  Baptist  Conventicm,  sions  gifts  during  that  period  were  $4  ty.  She  has  retired  from  a  professor- 
bas  retired  from  that  pastorate.  Page  million.  In  1973  the  Lottie  Moon  (rffer-  ship  at  Blue  Mountain  College. 

Cotey  named 

(Continued  from  page  3) 
ford  E.  Hogue  of  Mic^nd,  'Itexas 
Ronnie  H.  \arber  of  Mesquite,  Ikxas 
Clark  G.  Hutchinson  of  Marietta,  Ga. 
Helen  S.  Landers  of  Jonesboro,  Ga. 
D.  F.  Norman  of  Stone  Mountain,  Ga. 
and  Marvin  L.  Prude  of  Birmingham. 


Gentlemen;  Please  send  free  brochure,  rates: 


Name 


Correction 


Address 


City/State/Zip 


BILOXI  BEACH 


The  1987  Southern  Baptist  Ckmven-  em  Seminary,  will  be  alternate 
tion  preacher  will  be  Jerry  Vines,  CO-  preacher,  and  Fort  Worth  music 
pastor  of  First  Church,  Jacksonville,,  evangelist  John  McKay  will  be  music 
Fla.,  not  Stan  Coffey  as  cited  in  last  (tirecUH*.  The  meeting  will  take  place 
week’s  Baptist  Record.  Roy  Fish,  June  16-18. 
evangelism  professor  at  Southwest- 


•  PHONE  • 

601/388-3310 


I  MOTOR  INN 

4650  W.  BEACH  BLVD.  D«pt.  247 

MISSISSIPPI  39531 


Letters  to  the  editor 


Making  better  decisions 


Robert  S.  Leigh 
Jackson 


Grove  Church;  and/or  Rev.  Grady  XJ  J  «.  1  ’  "***'“?‘  icaucis  m  me  iwu  eumir 

Crowell,  director  of  missions,  Clarke  XJ.anClgUn  COntrOl  tries.  Fifteen-member  volunteer 

Association,  Quitman,  Ms.  776-3958.  .  -  -tea"™*  from  West  Germany,  one  this 

Thanks  for  all  you  have  done  Editor:  would  only  remove  the  right  of  law-  and  one  in  1987,  will  travel  to 

and/or  will  do.  I  strongly  object  to  the  article  abiding  citizens  to  keep  and  bear  Nicaragua  to  assist  in  the 

All  persons  mentioned  in  this  letter  “Statistics  Picture  America  as  a  na-  arms  to  protect  ourselves.  Criminals  construction, 
gave  approval  for  their  names  and  tion  of  handguns”  being  printed  in  the  would  still  obtain  handguns  by  theft  The  G«inan  youth  department  also 
phone  numbers  to  be  printed.  May  22  issue  of  the  Baptist  Record,  and  black  market,  and  I  doubt  they  making  a  Volkswagen  bus 

Sherry  Wade  First  because  it  presents  a  biased  will  turn  theirs  in.  available,  for  childrai’s  and  youth 

Signed  also  by  view  toward  handgun  ownership  and  The  solution  to  the  criminal  misuse  work  in  the  Central  American  coun- 

Members  present  of  the  second  because  it  has  nothing  to  do  of  handguns  or  any  firearm  is  sure  try,  and  German  youth  groups  will  be 

Pine  Grove  Baptist  Church  with  the  activities  of  Mississippi  and  stiff  punishment  for  these  crimes,  collecting  clothing  and  other  items  for 
on  June  15,  1986  Baptists.  Not  only  is  the  article  inap-  Nicaraguan  congregations. 

P.S.  After  Sept.  30,  1986,  the  only  The  article  is  typical  of  the  media  pn^iriate,  it  is  biased  toward  handgun  i  .  -lyr. 

predictable  income  for  Bro.  Aubrey  coverage  of  handgun-related  issues  in  control  restrictions.  The  casual,  unin-  v-<lllirCll08  IH  i  l  lg61*ld 
Jones  is  about  $200  per  month  from  that  it  presents  the  fallacy  that  hand-  formed  reader  could  easily  be  Kv  pVinipp 

the  Annuity  Board  of  the  Southern  guns  are  the  culprit  and  that  hand-  misled  by  this  propaganda  into  Uy  C/llOlCc 

Baptist  Convention.  guns  control  in  the  solution.  Limiting  thinking  that  handguns  are  inherent-  q£  npw  CADltfll 

u  J  J  handgun  availability  is  no  more  the  ly  evil.  This  tactic  is  constantly  used  apiw* 

xiyinns  aroppea  solution  to  reducing  crimes  commit-  by  those  who  would  infringe  on  the  ABUJA,  Nigeria  (EP)  —  The  pro- 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (EP)  — ‘Oh-  ted  with  handguns  than  limiting  rights  of  law-abiding  citizens  in  the  cesses  involved  in  relocating  Nigeria^ 
ward  Christian  Soldiers”  and  most  of  automobile  availability  would  be  the  pursuit  of  the  many  legitimate  prac-  capital  from  Lagos  on  the  coast  to 
“Battle  Hymn  of  the  Republic”  will  be  solution  to  reducing  crimes  commit-  tical,  recreational,  and  symbolic  uses  Alwja,  700  miles  inland,  have  forced 
dropped  from  the  hymnal  if  the  ted  with  automobiles.  of  handguns.  evangelical  churches  to  reapply  for 

United  Methodist  Church’s  General  And  let^  face  the  facts :  the  ultimate  In  my  opinion  the  space  used  this  registration  of  their  properties. 
Conference  afflrms  a  10-8  committee  intent  of  groups  working  for  controls  unfortunate  item  could  have  been  The  Evangelical  Churches  of  West 
vote  taken  May  17.  The  committee  on  handgun  availability  is  to  prevent  much  better  used  had  it  been  Africa  have  to  seek  registration  for  136 
voted  to  drop  the  hymns  because  of  the  private  ownership  of  handguns  dedicated  to  the  spread  of  properties.  “These  churches  have 
their  militaristic  imagery ;  supporters  by  law  abiding  citizens,  a  right  guar-  Christianity.  been  in  the  area  for  many  years,”  ex- 

of  the  hymns'said  they  were  merely  anteed  by  the  Constitution  of  the  Paul  White  plains  ECWA  President  Nathaniel 

a  rallying  cry  for  Christians.  United  States.  This  naive  approach  Moselle  Olutimayin. 


ml  -  No  roads  lead  to  Juneau,  Alaska.  I  have  ridden  in  Grandpa’s  buggy  Atlantic  at  Jekyll  Island,  Georgia,  and 

You  have  to  fly  in  or  float  in.  After  down  a  country  lane  in  Alabania  and  set  over  the  Olympic  Mountains  in 
t  Alaska  Airlines  dropped  me  off  there  bumped  in  Daddy’s  two-mule  wagon  Washington.  I  have  crossed  Lake 

wK  %  X  ^  week  for  a  two-day  vacation,  I  on  of  a  load  of  com.  Michigan  by  boat  at  night,  and  the 

f  could  say  I’d  visited  49 of  the  50  states.  I  have  walked  in  the  ruts  of  the  old ^  deserts  of  Nevada  and  California  in  a 

ilflnHIQ-  -  (Actually,  I’m  cheating  to  say  I’ve  Natchez ’IVace and  fished  beneath  the*  car  with  no  air-conditioning. 

Clockwise  from  left  around  the  table  are  John  Brand,  17,  Hickory  Church;  Mary  been  to  Idaho,  for  I  went  through  it  one  willows  at  Lake  C^tard.  I  have  stood  on  the  rim  of  the  Grand 

Johnson,  18,  Hickory  Church;  Chris  Batte,  15,  Rock  Hill  Church;  Amy  Flynt,  15,  Rock  night  on  a  train,  while  I  was  asleep.)  I  have  watched  children  collect  Clanyon,  and  I  have  felt  the  misty 
Hill  Church;  and  Kuyk  Horne,  18,  Inverness  Church.  (Photos  by  Tim  Nicholas).  ’The  one  I’ve  missed  altogether  is  shells  on  Ship  Island,  and  I  have  fed  spray  of  Niagara.  I  have  photograph- 

peanuts  to  the  squirrels  on  my  patio  ed  the  wheatfields  of  Kansas  and  the 
in  Clinton.  red  bams  of  Vermont  and  the  ^den 

I  have  crossed  the  Mississippi  River  leaves  of  a  Kentucky  autumn, 
on  a  ferry,  and  camped  by  a  lake  in  I  have  smelled  the  roses  of 
a  park  called  Tishomingo.  Portland,  Oregon,  and  dipped  my  toes 

Mississippi  is  home  now  and  I  love  into  the  cold  waters  of  Lake  Superior. 

I  have  floated  on  the  waves  at  Waikiki. 

I  have  flown  above  the  clouds,  and 
I  have  changed  planes  in  Atlanta.  I 
have  looked  down  from  the  sky  at  the 

forests  rising  up  so  high  behind  the  lit-  Fourth  of  July  amid  the  f^tivities  Great  Salt  Lake,  and  at  the 

around  the  Statue  of  Liberty.  skyscrapers  <rf  New  York  City. 


.  y.  ..  -m  ^  South  Dakota. 

Youths  ask  ouestions 

X  family  gave  her  a  trip  to  New  York  G- 

1  911*1  "ity.  On  her  return  she  was  asked,  “Aunt 

r  1 1  kr  ^  T1  Annie,  what  did  you  think  of  New 

XX  XXJ^Vy  CXiiO  VT  V>'X  V/'XX  York?’’ Her  answer:  “Oh,  all  right,  it,  but  I’d  like  to  take  all  of  America, 

*’  But  so  far  from  anywhere.’’  on  its  210th  birthday,  and  hold  it  in  a 

By  'Tim  Nicholas  Juneau  is  gorgeous.  I  liked  its  tall,  gigantic  embrace.  I  think  it  would  be 

Look,  adults,  over  on  the  far  side  of  say  she  was  at  her  worst  with  her  folks  snow-covered  mountains,  its  spruce  fantastic  to  be  in  New  York  on  the 

that  chasm.  Isn’t  that  a  vaguely  when  they  were  “trying  to  com 

familiar  group?  Aren’t  they  —  why,  municate  with  me  —  sometimes  I  tie  city  that  still  keeps  its  flavm-  of 

yes!  They  are  YOUNG  PEOPLE!  And  don’t  want  to  talk  to  them.”  Amy  said  pioneer  days,  its  (Jovemor’s  Mansion  I  have  climbed  the  Statue  of  Liber- 

the  chasm  is  only  the  generation  gap.  that  being  the  baby  of  the  family  with  a  totem  pole  beside  the  entrance,  ty  in  the  New  York  harbw  and  touch- 

The  Baptist  Record  traveled  over  means  when  she  leaves  for  college,  its  Gastineau  Channel  where  the 

that  gap  recently  to  bring  a  message  her  parents  “might  get  lonely.”  cruiseboats  dock  daily,  its  blue-iced 
from  some  of  those  young  people.  It’s  The  best  and  worst  about  being  a  glacier,  its  eagles  and  forget-me-nots, 
a  message  basically,  that,  they’re  do-  teenager  were  pretty  much  the  same  But  it  is  too  far  from  anywhere, 
ing  okay  and  will  get  in  direct  contact  for  this  group.  Amy  said  the  worst  P'®*'  B*®  Fourth  of  July,  W.  D.  and  I 
with  adults  in  only  a  few  years.  thing  was  “not  being  accepted  by  your  Plan  to  be  at  Mama’s  house  in 

Meantime,  this  is  what  some  of  friends,”  as  did  Kuyk  and  Chris.  John  Alabama.  “We  wave  our  flags  and 

them  have  to  say.  ’They  volunteered  to  and  Mary  called  the  worst  thing  “peer  sing  our  rousing  anthems  and  offer 

talk  to  the  Baptist  Record  in  a  group  pressure.”  Amy  said  the  best  thing  *  *^ 

during  a  break  at  the  first  Youth  Chn-  about  being  a  teenager  is  that  you 

ference  at  Gulfshore  this  summer,  have  “got  it  so  easy  —  you  don’t  have 
They  are  Mary  Johnson,  18*,  a  to  do  anything  now.”  “Being  carefree,” 
member  of  Hickory  Church;  Kuyk  was  Kuyk’s  way  of  putting  it.  Mary 
Home,  18,  a  member  of  Inverness  said,  “aU  the  free  time,”  was  the  best. 

Church;  Chris  ^tte,  15,  a  member  of  Looking  ahead  to  being  an  adult. 

Rock  Hill,  Covington  Coimty ;  John  Amy  said  the  wwst  was  “thinking  I’m 
Brand,  17,  a  member  at  Hickory ;  and  going  to  fail  at  scnnething.”  Kuyk,  said 
Amy  Flynt,  16,  a  member  at  Rock  iu  making  majw  decisions.  And 

*^*1*',  Chris  said  it  would  be  “leaving. 

Asked  what  kind  of  sermon  they  home  ...  all  your  remembrances.” 
would  like  to  hear  from  a  preacher,  -phe  best  thing  about  being  an  adult, 
one  said  no  one  had  ever  asked  them  was  “not  having  to  mind  your 
before.  (Neither,  had  this  Baptist  parents,”  said  one  who  shall  remain 
Record  representative.)  Amy  said  anonymous 
she’d  like  to  hear  about  the  Second 
Coming.  “I  don’t  really  understand  it 

-  hov/the  world’s  Boinfl  to  end  ”  relating  to  peer  pressure  How  to  han- 

w  M  r  K  “  it?  “People  have  seen  the  way  you 

Mary  said  she’d  like  to  hear  more  „  .  , 

.  .  ..  _  act.  Say,  no  —  that  s  all  it  takes.  ThCT 

about  the  TVmity.  “How  can  one  thing  .  ^ 

.  j  1  u  4.1.  lu-  _  o»  u  dont  ask  you  any  more,  said  one 

be  0^  and  also  be  t^  things?  she  Another  said  “I  jit  s^no  or  make 
asked  j\my  said  that  such  top^  \  ^  ,  „ 

pi^^rs  usi«Uy  avoid  .‘and  wten 

really  your  friends,  they  won’t 
Ma^  added^t  pr^chers  usually  ^  ^  ..  ^ 

Concerning  the  most  important  And  givra  a  cance  to  sp^  direct- 

thing  in  their  lives,  most  answered  ly  to  aU  the  readere  ^  the  Baptist 
what  they  might  think  they  were  ex-  tt*®ord.  a  couple  of  the  youths  had 
pected  to  answer  —  that  God  is  the  something  to  say. 
most  important  thing.  One  did  answer  “A  lot  of  adult  people  today  think 

that  friends  were  most  important.  But  jwith  are  so  crazy,”  said  Amy.  “CJet- 
these  youths  were  at  a  youth  con-  ting  into  drinking  and  drugs.  They’re 
ference  when  they  didn’t  have  to  be.  not  all  like  that.  They’re  crazy,  but 
C%ris  said  Ckxl  comes  fust.  “He  put  they  (adults)  were  too  when  they  were 
us  on  this  earth  and  when  you’ve  got  young.” 

a  [Mtiblem,  you  can  always  turn  to  him  She  added^  ‘This  is  the  best  time  of 

—  sometimes  friends  or  parents  our  life  Tty  to  understand  us  and  not 

wouldn’t  know  how  to  answer.”  let  the  generation  gap  come  between 

Most  of  the  youths  seem  to  like  us.” 
themselves.  Amy  said  that  she  likes  Kuyk  said  that  grownups  need  to 


The  Statue  of  Liberty 


High  above  her  crown,  circling  New  York  City,  I  saw  Lady  Liberty  for  the 
first  time  in  1969. 

Her  305  foot  one  inch  torch  seemed  an  air  controller’s  guiding  light  for 
Delta’s  holding  pattern. 

’The  sight  of  her  450,000  pound  physique  quickly  made  my  adrenalin  push  up 
hundreds  of  sheer  delightful  patriotic  goosebumps. 


Later  in  the  week  I  paid  a  flve-cent  fare  to  cruise  * 

New  York  harbor;  my  eyes  in  vertical  close-ups  were  aw  struck  as  I 
heard  the  message  of  her  silent  lips.  I  joined  her  with  a  silent  prayer  of 
thanksgiving  to  God  fw  France’s  gift  to  us, 

“Liberty  Enlightening  the  World," 

standing  gracefully  on  our  shore  beckoning  the  tired,  the  poor,  and  masses 
yearning  to  breathe  free  within  our  golden  doors. 

lb  me  this  proud  lady  means  repousee,’  a  process  by  which  she  was  made, 
meaning,  “mold  to  shape” 

I  am  grateful  she  is  a  beacon  for  liberty,  a  beacon  for  friendship,  a  beacon 
for  homeless  huddled  masses,  a  beacon  for  visitors,  and  a  b^con  to  all 
whom  she  has  molded  and  shaped  under  our  free  form  of  government  in 
this  great  United  States  of  America. 

—Sarah  Peugh 
Aberdeen 


herself  “sometimes.  There  is  always 
somebody  else  I  would  like  to  look  like 
^  like"! having)  their  hair.”  She  add¬ 
ed  “Your  friends  have  a  lot  to  do,  with 
how  you  like  yourselves  —  how  they 
treat  you.” 

Most  of  the  youths  noted  that  their 
parents  worry  too  much  about  them, 
but  that  they  are  helpful  around  the 
house  Kuyk  said  her  parents  would 


listen.  “We  don’t  think  they  under¬ 
stand  us.” 

John  said  that  instead  of  puni^ng 
for  infractions,  “they  should  talk  it  out 
instead.” 

Guns  said  adults  “should  help  the 
youth.  If  they  see  them  doing  wrong, 
remind  them  God  loves  them.” 

And  Mary  capped  it  off.  “A  lot  of 
(Continued  on  page  11) 


A  prayer  for  our  country 


Lord  God  of  Heaven,  who  hath  so 
lavishly  blessed  this  land,  make  us, 
’Thy  people,  to  be  humble.  Keep  us 
ever  aware  that  the  good  things  we  en¬ 
joy  have  come  from  ’Thee,  that  Thou 
didst  lend  them  to  us. 

Impress  upon  our  smugness  the 


knowledge  that  we  are  not  owners  — 
but  stewards;  remind  us,  lest  we 
become  filled  with  conceit,  that  one 
day  a  reckoning  will  be  required  of  us. 

Sanctify  our  love  country,  that 
our  boasting  may  be  turned  into 


humility  and  our  pride  into  a  ministry 
to  men  everywhere. 

Help  us  to  make  this  God’s  own 
countor,  by  living  like  Ckid’s  own  peo¬ 
ple  Amen. 

—Peter  Marshall 
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Preacher,  %  as  old  as  SBC, 
interviewed  in  Atlanta 


ATLANTA  —  In  the  long  scheme  of 
things,  the  second  battle  of  Atlanta  is 
just  another  squabble  to  messenger 
Carl  Joseph  Olander  of  Meridian, 
Miss. 

Olander,  who  is  two-thirds  as  old  as 
the  SBC,  believes  the  best  things  in  life 
are  worth  fighting  for.  The  91-year-old 
retired  chaplain  and  pastor  has  a 
string  of  victories  to  his  credit  that 
were  won  by  hard-fought  battles  bas- . 
ed  on  long-held  convictions. 

The  Mississippi  native,  who  was  in 
Atlanta  to  receive  a  certiflcate  of  ap¬ 
preciation  from  the  Home  Mission 
Board’8  chaplaincy  division,  reflected 
on  decades  of  Baptist  in-flghting. 

Leaning  on  his  walking  cane,- 
Olander  said,  “I  pray  the  omfusion, 
criticism,  misunderstanding,  and 
bickering  can  be  used  by  the  Lord  to 
rally  Southern  Baptists  to  redouble  ef¬ 
forts  for  the  Lord.  As  far  as  God’s 
Word  is  concerned,  I  think  we’re 
together.” 


Addressing  the  controversial 
women  in  ministry  issue,  Olander 
said,  “The  Lord  has  done  more  for 
women  than  anyone  else  My  mother 
never  wanted  to  preach  (in  the 
church),  but  she  sure  did  a  lot  of  it  at 
home  I  think  more  women  need  to  do 
that.” 

.Olander  admitted  that  Mississippi 
is  “probably  not  ready  for  lady 
preachers,  but  I’ll  let  the  Lord  settle 
that.  If  a  lady  feels  called  to  preach' 
and  a  local  church  wants  to  caU  her. 
I’m  not  going  to  Hght.  It’s  a  local 
church  matter.” 

“Besides,”  he  continued.  “Some  of 
’em  might  be  better  than  the  men.” 

One  of  Olander’s  most  public  flghts 
was  for  the  creation  of  a  retirement 
plan  for  pastors  in  Mississif^i. 

“The  secretary  of  missions  was 
against  me  He  kept  saying  TVust  the 
Lord.’  Well,  I  trust  the  Lord,  but  I 
trusted  him  to  give  me  common  sense, 
toa” 


Retirement  planning: 
pound  of  prevention 


C.  J.  Olander 


It  took  two  years,  but  Olander  was 
able  to  get  the  annuity  program  pass¬ 
ed.  He  still  holds  policy  number  one. 

“It  was  a  conviction,”  be  said. 

Olander  was  hcMiored  1^  the  Home 
Mission  Board  chaplaincy  division  as 
“one  of  the  youngest  chaplains  in 
World  War  I.” 

Through  more  than  70  years  of  “do¬ 
ing  the  Lm^'k  work,”  Olander  has 
decided  that  “if  God  calls  you,  you  bet¬ 
ter  answer,’*  even  if  you  don’t  under¬ 
stand  it  all. 


Carey  to  launch 
soccer  program 


GULFPORT  —  A  varsity  soccer 
program  will  be  launched  this  fall  at 
William  Carey  (Allege  on  the  Coast  in 
Gulfport.  This  will  be  the  only  four- 
year  college  intercollegiate  athletic 
program  on  the  Mississippi  Gulf 
Coast. 

Carey's  soccer  team  will  compete 
in  the  National  Association  of  Inter¬ 
collegiate  Athletics  (NAIA)  and  will 
play  teams  such  as  South  Alabama, 
Millsaps,  Belhaven,  Nicholls  State, 
Hunting^n,  and  Tulane.  Athletic 
director  Bobby  Halford  also  indicates 
that  he  would  be  interested  in  schedul¬ 
ing  games  with  soccer  clubs  from  the 
University  of  Southern  Missis^ppi, 
Mississippi  State  University,  and 
EIckerd  College. 

Construction  on  the  field  has  begun, 
with  an  appropriate  area  already 
reserved  on  the  coast  campus.  Soccer 
scholarships  will  be  offeiW. 

Anyone  interested  in  this  new  soc¬ 
cer  program  or  the  college  in  general 
may  contact  Halford,  William  Carey 
CkiUege,  Tuscan  Avenue,  Hattiesburg, 
Miss  39401  —  (601)  582-6110;  or  Joe 
Moore,  director  of  business  affairs, 
Carey  on  the  Coast,  1856  Beach  Drive, 
Gulfport,  Miss.  39501  —  (601)  865-1500. 


Chaplaincy  division  honors 
Olander,  WWI  chaplain 


(^rl  Joseph  Olander  of  Meridian 
received  a  (fertiflcate  of  Appreciation 
during  the  Southern  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion  Chaplains’  Breakfast  June  11  at 
the  Ramada  Hotel  Capitol  Plaza  in 
Atlanta,  Ga. 


Huey  D.  Perry,  director,  chaplaincy 
division.  Home  Mission  Board,  made 
the  presentation.  William  G.  Thnner, 
president,  Home  Mission  Board,  was 
guest  speaker.  Olander  led  in  the 
benediction. 


C.  J.  Olander,  91,  was  one  of  the 
youngest  chaplains  to  serve  in  the  U.S. 
Armed  Services  during  World  War  I. 
It  is  thought  that  he  may  be  the  “last 
one  still  around,”  who  served  as 
chaplain  during  that  war.  He  had 
overseas  orders  and  was  in  Jackson 
telling  friends  goodly  when  the  Ar¬ 
mistice  was  signed.  Consequently,  he 


at  age  24  was  ordered  to  CAmp  Shelby 
as  chief  chaplain  of  the  base  hospital. 

Some  years  later,  in  1968-69,  be  was 
elected  national  chaplain  of  the 
American  Legion,  the  Hrst  Mississip- 
pian  to  hold  that  post.  He  recalls,  “We 
entertained  the  Congress  of  the  USA 
in  Washington,  D.C.”  Over  3,000  were 
present  in  two  large  banquet  halls. 
Olander  led  the  invocation,  which  was 
recorded  in  the  Congressional  Record. 

While  in  Atlanta  for  the  SBC, 
Olander  also  attended  the  luncheon  of 
the  Southern  Baptist  Theological 
Seminary  Alumni  Association.  He 
was  the  only  person  present  from  the 
Class  of  1921.  He  received  his  master 
of  theoli^  degree  from  Southern 
Seminary  that  year.  Two  of  his  sons, 
John  and  Dan,  attended  both  this 
meeting  and  the  chaplaincy  Imakfast 
with  him. 


(Continued  from  page  2) 
that  costs  $1  today  will  cost  $5.52  in  35 
years. 

The  exact  amount  of  your  benefit 
will  depend  on  your  unique  cir¬ 
cumstances,  such  as  age  at  retire¬ 
ment  and  the  type  of  benefit  you 
choose;  but  one  thing  is  sure  for 
everyone:  the  earlier  you  enndl  in  the 
CTiurch  Annuity  Plan,  the  better. 

Many  churches  encourage  pastors 
and  staff  to  participate  in  the  plan  by 
providing  at  least  a  ptMiion  of  the 
monthly  contributions.  Some  chur¬ 
ches  match  personal  contributimis 
doUar-fOT-dollar. 

This  method  ot  partnership  means 
that  10  percent  of  a  minister’s  com¬ 
pensation  can  be  contributed  but  on¬ 
ly  5  percent  will  reduced  from  his 
salary. 

Contributions  your  church  pays  are 
automaticaUy  tax-sheltered.  Fbr  your 
contributions  to  be  tax-sheltered,  you 
must  sign  a  legally-binding  “salary 
reduction  agreement,”  which  in¬ 
structs  your  church  to  reduce  your 
salary  ^  the  amount  of  your  con¬ 
tribution.  Your  church  then  sends  the 
money  directly  to  the  Annuity  Board 
for  crediting  to  your  retirement  in¬ 
come  account. 

In  addition  to  tax  benefits,  other 
features  make  the  Church  Annuity 
Plan  an  attractive  retirement 
investment. 

(Generally,  you  can  contribute  one- 
sixth  of  your  gross  income  to  your  ac¬ 
count.  IRA  contributions  cannot  ex¬ 
ceed  $2,0(X)  a  year. 


Also,  state  convention  contributions 
to  the  Church  Annuity  Plan  provide 
disability  and  survivw  beneHts  for  or¬ 
dained  ministers.  As  a  rule,  IRAs 
don’t  [Mtnride  disability  and  survivor 
benefits. 

An  expanded  Church  Annuity  Plan 
available  in  1988  will  offer  disability 
and  survivor  beneflts  to  lay  church 
onployees  in  smne  states  and  will  also 
actively  Involve  entire  congregaticms 
in  its  adoption. 

The  plan  encourages  churches  to  be 
responsibly  involved  in  helping 
pastors  and  staff  members  plan  for 
retirement.  By  adopting  the  plan  as 
a  mattn*  of  poliqr,  churches  make  a 
ccHnmitment  to  their  ministos’  future 
by  agreeing  to  match  contributions 
two-to-one. 


But  don’t  delay  joining  the  Church 
Annuity  Plan  until  1988.  The  earlier 
you  begin,  the  longer  your  account 
can  grow. 

Tb  join  the  Church  Annuity  Plan, 
you  and  an  ofHcer  ot  your  church 
must  complete  an  application,  which 
is  available  from  the  annuity 
representative  in  your  state  conven¬ 
tion  or  from  the  Annuity  Board.  The 
application  must  then  be  reviewed 
and  approved  by  the  annuity 
reiM«sentative  or  the  state  cmivention 
executive 


Tb  learn  more  about  the  Church  An¬ 
nuity  Plan,  contact  the  annuity 
representative  in  your  state  conven¬ 
tion  or  write  the  Annuity  Board,  511 
North  Akard,  Dallas,  TX  75201. 


ATHLETES  ALIVE  will  air  in  Meridian 


ATHLETES  ALIVE  wiU  air  on 
WTOK  Channel  11  (Cable-Channel 
6)  in  Meridian,  on  Sunday,  June  29, 
at  5  p.m. 

This  program  produced  by  Ken 
Andersen  <rf  Capitol  Productions, 
will  interview  “Pistol”  Pete 


Maravich  and  Leslie  Frasier 
(LesUe-Chicago  Bears).  They  will 
share  their  Christian  testimonies. 


Sponsors  are  the  Mississippi 
Ba^ist  Convention  Board  and 
Mississippi  Valley  Gas. 


Mt.  Nebo,  Coilinsville  (Newton): 
held  its  annual  homecoming 
Memorial  Day,  June  22;  Herman 
Pilgrim  was  master  of  ceremonies  for 
the  afternoon  services,  and  David 
Sellers  brought  the  message;  lunch 
was  served;  Michael  Truhett,  pastor. 


Corinth  Church,  Heidelberg: 
homecoming  and  old  fashion  day ;  Ju¬ 
ly  6;  Sunday  School,  10  a.m.; 
preaching,  11  a.m.;  followed  by  din¬ 
ner  on  the  ground;  after  dinner  the 
choir  will  present  a  cantata,  “Singing 
Thru  Life,”  directed  by  Mrs.  Wilma 
Holloman;  EIdd  Holloman,  pastor. 


Your  church  can  join  us  for 


for  1  -  6th  graders 
/WfiiST  4-1 

Roosevelt  State  Park 
HIGHLAND  BAPTIST 
CHURCH.  LAUREL 
Leslie  Williams,  Camp  director 
Call  (601)  428-8493 


OLD  BIBLES  REBOUND 

A  price,  binding  and  style  to  meet  avaty 
need.  Quality  woricmanahlp  guaranteed. 
Write  for  illustrated  price  folder, 
"/nferneffone/ly  frnown  speclaMsts" 

NORRIS  BOOKBINOINQ  CO. 


Wynndale  dedicates  education  building 


Shnbuta  Chtirclt,  Shubuta:  June 29; 
Robert  Ehrl  Shirley,  11  a.m.  message; 
offering  of  the  day  will  go  toward 
restoration  of  windows. 


Wynndafe  Church,  Sprtngridge  Road,  Hinds  County, 
dedicated  its  new  education  building,  June  8.  Dedication  ser¬ 
vices  began  at  the  morning  worship  hour,  led  by  the  pastor, 
Charles  (Sentry.  Immediately  following  a  ribbon  cutting  was 
held  in  front  of  the  new  building.  The  congregation  and  pastor 
rsad  rseponsivety  a  dedk:abon  commitment.  Special  guest  was 
Clarence  CutreM  who  led  the  church  in  a  Together  We  Build 


program. 

Pictured,  left  to  right,  an  members  of  the  building  commit¬ 
tee  and  interior  decorating  committee,  Richard  White,  Mary 
Joyce  Shelton,  Paula  (Sarrard,  Bert  PHzhugh,  Jo  Bridgers, 
chairman  of  the  Interior  decorating  committoe.  Lew  Davis,  BHi 
Bowers,  chairrnan  of  the  building  cornrnittea,  Ruby  Smith,  Jere 
Little,  Adria  Qunter,  Eddie  Bingham,  and  (Gentry. 


Pews,  puilprts,  bspfisfrise, 
stWnsd  gtass,  csrpsf, 
sfsspfss,  ctitin. 

IDtfl  kip  •■^***-  flphUng. 
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(Cliurcl} 


Van 


JurnUljtnsB  k 
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Saveli  challenges  SB 
to  interfaith  witness 

WASHINGTON  (BP) 


Churches  adopt 
’88  expanded 
annuity  plan 


Southern  ted  to  witnessing  than  I  am;  but 
Baptists  were  challenged  to  take  within  the  context  of  interfaith 
seriously  the  responsibility  of  sh£  .ig  witness,  without  dialogue  we  are 
their  faith  with  people  of  c  aer  dead.” 

religi^backg^dsandtoteo^n  Dialogue  with  others  helps  Baptists 

to  better  undemtand'VhoV^ai^Tnd  ■■ 

^lSaveU,^torrf^mtetfeith  Ui  W  ^ 

,1?  n  others,  we  have  to  dream.” 

Baptist  Home  Mission  Board,  outlm-  c.  . 

ed  his  dreams  for  the  future  during  a  o  major  goal  of  his 

national  conference  for  Southern  Bap-  ‘^opo'^oot  is  to  train  2,000  Southern 
tist  state  and  regional  interfaith  Baptist  people  as  “interfaith  witness  ^  m 
witness  coordinators.  associates  and  lead  them  in  conduc-  -  1 

“Dreaming  is  dangerous  and  haz-  Interfaith  Witness 

ardous,”  said  Saved.  He  observed  that  Awareness  TVaining  Conferences  each 
the  famous  “I  Have  a  Dream”  address  conferences  provide  8-16 

by  Martin  Luther  King  in  the  same  of  intensive  training  to  teach 

city  23  years  earlier  ultimately  cost  J*ow  to  share  their  faith  with 

King  his  life  people  of  specific  religious  groups. 

Saved  said  he  dreamed  of  the  day  Witn^,  Mor- 

when  Southern  Baptists’  program  of  *”®**®’  Muslims,  Jews,  and  members 
interfaith  witness  is  elevated  in  cults. 

visibidty,  structure,  and  relationship  In  another  major  address.  Wended 
both  within  the  denomination  and  Belew,  director  <rf  missions  ministries 
within  the  pluralism  of  world  lor  the  Southern  Baptist  Home  Mis- 
religions.  *  sion  Board,  urged  Baptists  to  get  out  MISSISSI 

Saved  said  be  also  dreams  of  a  day  of  their  cli^tered  churches  and  go  in-  witness  dep 
when  “dialogue”  is  not  a  bad  word  to  the  world  of  people  of  other  Malone,  min 
among  Southern  Baptists.  religions  to  share  what  Baptists  tainment  dui 

He  urged  Baptists  who  have  beUeve  sponsored  t 

negative  feelings  about  Southern  Bap-  About  40  regional  and  state  coor-  pastor  of  Wc 
tists  holding  dialogues  with  persons  of  dinators  involved  in  Southern  Baptist  ed  Baptists 
other  religious  grou{K  to  attend  such  interfaith  witness  attended  the  na-  their  faith  w 
a  dialogue  and  “try  it.”  tional  conference  sponsored  by  the  Jackson,  le< 

“Nobody,”  said  the  former  SBC  Home  Mission  Board  at  First  Also  atterxlir 
Mississippi  pastor,  “is  more  commit-  Baptist  Church,  Washington,  D.C.  has  respons 


The  following  churches  have 
adopted  the  Expanded  Annftty 
Plan  of  1988  since  those  reported 
in  the  May  22  issue  of  the  Baptist 
Record: 

Adams;  Immanuel;  Alcorn: 
West  Corinth;  Carroll-Mont- 
gomery:  Helnxm;  Garke:  Rolling 
Creek;  Covington;  Salem;  Gulf 
Coast:  FBC  McHenry;  Hinds- 
Madison;  Bolton,  Highland, 
Robinson  Street;  Lamar;  Faith; 
Lauderdale:  Arrowwood,  Elast- 
view;  Lawrence,  New  Hebron; 
Lincoln;  Easthaven;  Marion: 
Pine  Burr;  Newton;  Mt.  Vern¬ 
on,  Sulphur  Springs ;  Nmih  Delta ; 
Lula;  Noxubee;  FBC  Macon, 
Pearl  River:  FBC  Poplarville, 
Gum  Pond;  Pontotoc:  Randolph; 
Scott:  Liberty;  Sunflower;  Drew; 
Tishomingo:  Highland;  Warren: 
Grace,  Immanuel;  Washington: 
Swiftwater;  Webster: Walthall; 
Yalobusha:  Wayside. 


Missionary  News 


Devotional 


Athens  Three  are  found 
Setting  the  record  straight  innocent  of  proselytism 


in  jonn  14; z  Jesus  maxes  a  statement  that  reminds  us  of  a  common  prac-  ATHENS,  Greece  (EP)  —  After  sentenced,  Tbotherou  declared,  “It’s  dress;  Rua  SenadorSimonsen,  42/201, 
tice,  namely,  “setting  the  record  straight.”  He  was  talking  to  the  disciples  two-and-a-half  hours  of  deliberation  embarrassing  to  us  and  we  must  Jordim  Botanico,  22461  Rio  de 

about  going  away  and  about  their  hope  for  the  future.  He  said,  “If  it  were  by  a  three-man  panel  of  judges,  change  it.  If  you  bring  down  a  guilty  Janeiro.  RJ.  Brazil ). 

&not  so,  I  would  have  told  you.  He  seems  to  belying  that  American  Don  Stephens  and  his  two  sentence  on  these  men  because  of  this  John  and  Sarah  Perkins,  mis- 

if  this  hope  of  yours  was  false  I  would  have  pointed  it  out  associates.  Alan  Williams  and  Costas  law,  it  will  be  a  shameful  day  for  sionaries  to  France,  have  arrived  in 

to  you.  I  would  have  set  the  record  straight.  Two  things  Maoris,  were  declared  innocent  May  Greece.” 

seem  to  be  involved  in  setting  the  record  straight;  27  in  their  appeal  of  a  prior  three-and-  ru  i 

1.  Correcting  false  impressions  where  information  and  a-half  year  prison  sentence  on  Dver  ^  last  18  months,  uie  pending 

facts  have  been  twisted  and  misinterpreted.  Jesus  did  this  charges  of  proselytism.  appeal  drew  wide  international  atten- 

quite  often,  and  some  instances  come  to  mind.  The  verdict  came  as  the  culmina-  In  the  United  States,  members  of 

ABOUT  SALVATION ;  When  some  who  seemed  to  feel  tion  of  a  four-day  appeal  trial.  The  gift  Robert  Doman, 

comfortable  and  secure  spoke  to  him  about  the  horrible  of  a  Bible  to  16-year-old  Kostas  Siljai^er  and  Glen  Anderson, 

death  the  Galileans  suffered  when  Pilate  mingled  their  Kotopoulos  in  1981  led  to  the  charges  of  Stephens  and 

mompson  ^ith  their  sacrifices,  Jesus  reminded  them  that  “ex-  filed  by  the  boy’s  mother  in  1984,  ac-  California  Gov.  George 

cept  ye  repent,  ye  shall  all  likewise  perish.”  When  Nicodemus  came  to  Jesus  cusing  the  foreign  missionaries  of  pro-  and  Sen.  Newton  Russell 

obviously  confused  about  salvation,  Jesus  said,  “Except  a  man  be  bom  again  selytizing  her  son  a  member  of  the  expressed  their  *deep  concern 
he  cannot  see  the  kingdom  of  God.”  Greek  Orth6dox  Church.  However,  in  ^  proselytism  conviction. 

ABOUT  WITNESSING:  Jesus  said  to  the  disciple,  “Say  not  there  are  yet  the  appeal  trial  a  judge  stated  that  ^,000  Americans,  and 

three  months  and  then  cometh  harvest.  But  I  say  unto  you,  lift  up  your  eyes  they  could  “find  no  evidence  that  internationally,  sign- 

and  look  on  the  fields  for  they  are  white  already  unto  harvest.”  anything  different  from  that  ad-  petitions  to  Greek  President  Sart- 

ABOUT  RESURRECTION :  The  Sadducees  denied  that  there  was  a  resur-  vocated  by  the  Greek  Orthodox  Christos,  urged  him  to  “take 

rpction  of  the  dead  and  asked  Jesus  a  question  that  they  thought  would  trap  Giurch”  was  shared  with  the  boy  '^t^r  actim  necessary  to  remedy 
lum.  He  responded  by  saying,  “For  he  is  not  a  God  of  the  dead,  but  of  the  the  missionaries.  ^  situation.” 

living.  For  all  live  unto  him.”  The  witnesses  for  the  defense  at  the  The  acquittal  of  the  three  men 

ABOUT  THE  SABBATH:  The  Pharisees  were  quick  to  remind  Jesus  that  appeal  included  Dr.  John  Warwick  represents  “a  major  breakthrough  on 
the  disciples  had  broken  the  law  when  they  plucked  ears  of  com  to  eat  on  Montgomery,  Dean  of  the  Greenleaf  behalf  of  religious  freedom  for 
the  sabbath.  Jesus  responded,  saying,  “The  sabbath  was  made  for  man,  and  School  of  Law  in  California,  recogniz-  minority  religious  groupis  in  Greece,” 
not  man  for  the  sabbath.”  ed  as  one  of  the  world’k  foremost  ex-  says  Maoris,  the  Greek  pastor  also  ac- 

ABOUT  LOVE:  “Ye  have  heard  that  it  hath  been  said,  love  thy  neighbor  perts  in  the  area  oi  human  rights,  and  quitted.  “It  sets  precedent  that  the 
and  hate  thine  enemy,  but  I  say  unto  you,  ‘Love  your  enemies,  bless  them  a  Greek  Minister  of  Parliament,  Ms.  handing  out  of  Bibles  can  no  lor^  be 
that  curse  you,  do  good  to  them  that  hate  you,  and  pray  for  them  which  Tkotberou.  In  challenging  the  Greek  construed  as  an  illegal  means  of  pro- 
despitefqlly  use  you,  and  persecute  you.’  ”  law  under  which  the  three  men  were  selytism.” 


aaoaM^  BAPTISTRIES 

HEATERS  PUNTS 

FACTORY  DIRECT 

^‘'UXTOIX  FREE  1-S00-Z51-0S79 
TN  CALL  COLLECT  61S-S7S4M79 
FIBERGLASS  BAPTISTRY  CO 
U 1 1  HIXSON  PWE  •  CHATTANOOGA.  TN 374 1 5 


Specializing  in  spiritual  emphasis  the 
Galilee  Retreat  is  the  premier  Christian 
Retreat  on  the  Gulf 

Located  in  Panama  City  Beach,  directly 
on  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  the  (k9ilee  provi^ 
for  all  your  needs  including  3  great  meals 
a  day  and  al  your  linens  and  for  your 

comfort. 

For  information  &  reservations  call  or 
write; 

fiMJis  REmEir 

ITIM  B.  BL  awf  M  BL 

ftmm  an  mmik.  n  ttmi 
(SM)  ZM-SM  /  NMM 


Mississippi  Baptist  activities 

June  27-28  GA  Grandmother /Granddaughter  Weekend;  Camp  Garaywa;  4 
p.m.,  27th-Noon,  28th  (WMU) 
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Thursday,  June  2fi,  19W 


The  MMing  Musician  Choir,  First  Church,  Laurel,  presented  the  musical,  “Don’t  annual  event  in  Laurel.  Jan  Sellers  and  Sue  Walker  are  directors  of  the  group 
Give  Up!!’’  April  20.  They  shared  the  same  musical  at  “Day  in  the  Park,’’  an  and  Billy  Vaughan  is  minister  of  music. 


Red  Creek  Union  Church,  Jackson  meni  oi  l^,  wim  a  oaiiy  average  oi 
County,  recently  held  a  three  day  revival,  profession  of  faith;  Marion 

Kenny  Goff,  Four  Mile  Creek,  was  Valentine,  superintendent;  Edd 
evangelist.  One  was  saved.  Sunday,  June  Holloman,  pastor. 

1,  was  "old  timer's  day,”  with  dinner  on  WASHINGTON,  D.C.  (EP)  —  The 
the  grounds,  and  singing  in  the  afternoon.  Roman  Catholic  Church  is  $2.1  billion 
The  church  welcomed  its  new  pastor,  P.  short  of  needed  funds  to  finance 
S.  Gardner,  and  his  wife,  Polly.  retirement  programs  for  nuns,  ac- 

Pictured,  left  to  right,  are  Mrs.  Maxine  cording  to  a  newly-released  study 
Smith,  Mrs.  Gladys  Flurry,  B  B.  Parker,  the  National  Conference  of  Catholic 
and  Mrs.  Leona  Kates.  Bishops. 

1st,  Lumberton,  will  celebrate 
centennial  on  Sunday,  July  20 

First  Church,  Lumberton,  will  on  church  caused  extensive  damage  and 
July  20,  celebrate  its  100th  anniver-  loss  of  records.  ITie  year  1948  brought 
sary.  Services  will  begin  at  10  a.m.  the  purchasing  of  the  second  par- 
and  continue  until  the  noon  time  sonage.  The  old  parsonage  was  used 
dinner-on-the-grounds.  Then  the  as  an  education  building, 
afternoon  service  will  begin  at  2.  In  1959,  a  modern  education 
First  Church,  Lumberton,  was  building  was  dedicated.  Further  pro- 
organized  in  1886  with  15  members,  gress  was  made  in  1960  with  the 
Located  near  the  present  town. water  remodeling  of  the  church  sanctuary, 
works,  a  one-room  wooden  structure  The  year  1971  saw  the  construction  of 
served  as  worship  area  for  both  Bap-  a  parsonage  across  the  street  from 
tists  and  Methodists.  That  same  year  the  church.  In  1978,  structural 
the  church  joined  the  Red  Creek  Bap-  engineers  brought  the  report  that  the 
tist  Association.  Six  years  later  they  present  building  would  be  safe  for  use 
joined  the  Lebanon  Association  as  a  for  only  two  to  five  years, 
charter  member.  '  In  1981,  construction  began;  April 

In  1903,  the  first  pastorium  was  18,  1982,  they  dedicated  a  new  sanc- 
built.  Membership  rose  and  fell  as  tuary  to  the  Lord.  The  church  bell, 
lumber  mill  growth  and  decline  took  now  81  years  old,  ( 1901  in  the  wooden 
place.  In  1925,  the  members  decided  structure  and  in  1926  in  the  brick 
to  build  a  new  brick  structure  with  a  structure)  has  been  moved  to  a  new 
basement.  This  building  was  site  alongside  the  new  building  “to 
dedicated  on  December  7,  1926.  serve  again  as  a  reminder  Of  our  need 

In  1934,  a  fire  in  the  basement  of  the  for  faithfulness  in  serving  the  Lord.” 


Thirty-six  GAs  earned  Missions  Ashley  Carr,  Renee  Dabbs,  Melanie  Davis,  Shannon  Byrd,  Kristie  Carter, 
Adventures  badges  at  First  Church,  Zeigler,  Elise  Sistrunk,  Kelly  Johnson,  Emilie  Miller,  Kym  Carter. 

Quitman  (Clarke).  Pictured  (left  to  right)  Christina  Cochran.  Third  row,  Lynn  GA  leaders  include  Julie  Rowell, 
front  row,  are  Rachel  Dabbs,  Christi  Boykin,  Jennifer  Wright,  Lynn  Armour,  Kimberly  Whitaker,  Janice  Redmond, 
Jones,  Kelley  Wright,  Courtney  Riley,  Lori  Amy  Carr,  Ashley  Riley,  Tonia  Carney,  Joye  Jones,  Brenda  Carter,  Carol  Ivy, 
Armour,  Brandi  Priester,  Emily  Baggett,  Margaret  McClure,  Elizabeth  Carter.  Trish  Sistrunk,  Millie  Zeigler,  C.  J.  Pat- 
Suzanne  Rigdon,  Tina  McClure,  and  (Not  pictured)  Natalie  Dabbs,  Jennifer  ton,  Vertynn  Robinson,  and  Dianne 
Angie  Redmond.  Second  row,  Laura  Pat-  Clark,  Erica  Combest,  Johni  Brock,  April  Sellers, 
ton,  Lennie  Young,  Rebecca  Rowell, 


FOR  SALE  used  RODGERS 
ORGAN  $2,000.00.  Briarwood 
Drive  Baptist  Church,  Jackson, 
MS  Phone  (601)  956-4561  between 
8:30-5:00. 


APARTMENT  FOR  RENT,  Ridge¬ 
crest,  NC.  Walk  to  conference 
center.  Sleeps  six.  (704)  669-6916. 
$250.00  per  week. 


Acteens  of  Immanuel  Church  have  raised  money  and  had  money  donaled  lo  buy 
a  new  VCR  for  their  church  media  center. 

Pictured  from  left  are  Cristi  (^le,  Tonya  Osborn,  Kim  Traylor,  Jessica  Shifalo, 
Elizabeth  Backus,  Barbara  Keaster,  leader,  Donna  Cole,  director,  Kristi  (^le,  Cheryl 
Owen,  librarian,  Amy  Shifalo,  and  Becky  Shelton,  leader,  (aeorge  G.  Aultman  is  pastor. 


Pastors,  lay  people  sough 
for  crusades  in  Indonesia 


CAMP  AGAPE’  —  Several  mem¬ 
bers  of  Highland  Baptist  Church, 
Laurel  have  recently  opened  a 
Christian  RETREAT  and  CAMP 
facility  near  Taylorsville.  It’s 
located  on  88  beautiful  acres  with 
spring-fed  lake/water  front  on  Leaf 
River.  Includes  fully  equipped  din- 
ing  hall,  cabins  for  40,  modern 
bath  house.  Church  groups  may 
rent  camp  for  $5.00  per  person  per 
day.  Contact  Stan  Hoven  at  (601) 
649-0444,  or  Cleo  Kerns,  425-3019. 


RICnMOND,  Va.  —  Missionaries  in  Indonesia,  a  string  of  islands 
Indonesia  are  seeking  11  Southern  separating  the  South  Pacific  from  the 
Baptist  pastors  and  25  to  30  lay  peo-  Indian  oceans,  is  one  of  the  world’s 
pie  to  help  Baptist  churches  more  responsive  Muslim  nations  to 
throughout  the  nation  this  summer,  the  gospel  of  Jesus  (Tirist. 

The  volunteers  will  form  pastor-led  Teams  are  needed  for  crusades  Ju- 
teaots  and  go  with  Indonesian  Bap-  ly  7-22,  July.28-Aug.  12,  or  Sept.  1-16. 
tipts  to  witness  in  homes,  businesses  Men  and  women,  and  youth  in  11th 
^d  schools.  For  eight  days  grade  and  older,  may  participate, 
^volunteers  will  share  their  Volunteers  must  pay  their  own 
testimonies  in  the  morning  and  after-  expenses. 

noon.  They  also  will  participate  in  Those  interested  should  contact  the 
evening  services.  Other  days  will  be  Southern  Baptist  Foreign  Mission 
spent  in  travel,  orientation  and  some  Board  at  (804)  353-0151  and  ask  for  the 
recreation.  volunteer  enlistment  department. 

An  I  For  an  I 

“I  won’t”  is  a  tramp.  “I  will  try”  is  on  his  feet. 

“1  can’t”  is  a  quitter.  “I  can”  is  on  hto  way, 

”1  don’t  know”  is  lazy.  “1  will”  is  at  work. 

“I  might”  te  waking  up.  “I  did”  is  now  the  B088. 


CHURCHES,  SCHOOLS,  CAMP¬ 
ERS:  Used  school  buses,  60 
passenger.  Ford,  Dodge,  Interna¬ 
tional,  Chevrolet.  1973  to  1975  year 
models.  First  come,  first  served. 
Buses  maintained  and  operated  in 
daily  service  by  East  Baton  Rouge 
Parish  school  system.  Priced  from 
$2400.00  to  $3300.00  —  Shapiro  In¬ 
ternational  Trucks,  Inc.,  8008 
Airline  Hwy.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA 
70815;  telephone  (504  )  923-3450. 


RAa  of  tho  E.  C.  Farr  Chapter  of  Washington  Association,  sponsored  by  Se¬ 
cond  Church.  Greenville,  help^  in  the  People  Search  for  the  “Good  News  America,” 
simultaneous  revivals.  The  RAs  assisted  the  adults  in  giving  out  Bibles. 

Pictured,  left  to  right,  top  row.  are  Chris  Vaughn,  KeMy  Watts.  Randy  Cole,  counselor 
Mac  Mooney,  Tface  Scrivener,  Jamie  Banks.  James  Hardin.  Bottom  row,  Adam  Nor¬ 
ris,  Todd  Ervin.  David  Cole,  Clint  Scrivener,  Matt  Scrivener,  Shawn  Thomas,  Chris 
Hovis.  (Not  pictured)  Chris  Watford,  and  Bubba  Hardin,  counselors,  arto  J.  H.  Kerr, 
director. 


rodio  fly«f _ 80 


Bible  school  children  give 
15,000  pennies  to  missionary 


Intensive  care 


Belinda  Warren,  left,  Vacation  Bible  School  director  at  Highland  Church,  Senatobia, 
presented  Mary  Bradbury,  right,  with  15,000  pennies  collected  for  missions  during 
Vacation  Bible  School.  Each  day  after  the  mission  story,  Ken  Pegram,  pastor,  would 
challenge  the  boys  and  girls  to  give  their  pennies  to  help  a  missionary.  Bradbury 
did  not  realize  she  was  to  be  that  missionary  until  presented  the  wagon  full  of  pen¬ 
nies  during  commencement  service. 

Having  already  served  as  a  volunteer  missionary  to  Ohio  the  past  two  summers 
and  as  hostess  at  Glorieta,  N.M.  for  three  summers,  Bradbury  will  be  going  with  40 
others  from  the  Northwest  Association  to  Billings,  Mont,  for  two  weeks  this  summer. 
She  will  be  conducting  Back  Yard  Bible  Clubs  and  doing  surveys. 

At  75,  she  says  her  only  regret  is  that  she  did  not  have  the  opportunity  to  start 
summer  missions  sooner. 


Urugs  are  just  as  a 
as  a  loaded  gun 
Don*t  take  chances 
with  your  life 


own 


What  is  your  opinion  about  an  on  his  own.  A  person  definitely  needs 
alcoholic  being  able  to  stop  drinking  help, 
on  his  own? 

<)uestions  addressed  to  Intensive 
Care  are  forwarded  to  Chaplain  Joe 
Stovall  at  the  .Mississippi  Baptist 
.Medical  Center  and  are  handled  in 
consultation  with  br.  Ed  Burchak  of 
the  staff  of  the  Chemical  Dependen¬ 
cy  Center.  Inquiries  should  be  ad¬ 
dressed  to  Intensive  Care.  Baptist 
Record.  Box  530,  Jackson,  Miss.  39205. 


OFF  THE  MAIN  ROAD  by  Jerry  says,  “While  revealing  something  of 
W.  Mixon  (Broadman  Press,  120  pp.)  his  personality  to  US,  Mixon  also  uses 

^  1.  familiar  symbols  to  communicate  to  r— n 

TTie  ^tor  of  First  Owch  Winona  the  reader  the  importance  of  a  Chris-  held  H 

IS  author  of  this  refreshing  and  tian  commitment  that  is  personal  in 
challenpng  book.  Mixon  dra>^  its  nature  and  rural  in  the  simplicity 
spiritual  truths  from  his  chil  Ji^  ^  j^ith.  Thus,  the  seemingly  eter- 

and  youth  days  m  Lakeview,  PeUl, 
and  Hatti^burg,Mississip^.Asthe  ^ 

book  jacket  promises,  “You  can  lasting  truth  ” 
almost  smen  the  freshly  plowed  ^  review  in  the  Christian 

ground  and  the  blo^oms  of  di^wood  Bookseller,  Gloria  Hinduja  writes, 
trees  mixed  with  the  flavor  of  coun-  "Drawing  from  experiences  from  his 
try  cooking.  own  life,  Mixon  shares  his  encounters 

Many  of  the  chapter  titles  mention  with  God  in  everyday  living.  God  Johnson 

country  experiences  —  “Trading  wants  to  reveal  himself  to  us  through  Mark  Holmes  wi 
Away  My  Spft  Drink,”  “Don’t  Play  everything  that  comes  our  way,  not  ministry  of  the  gos 
with  Snakes.”  “Scooping  Up  just  on  Sundays  at  church.  We  can  see  ing,  June  1,  at  First 
Mayhaws,”  “Syrup  Bucket  Lunch,”  him  if  we  look  earnestly.  Mixon  \  reception  was  1: 
“Saturday  Night  with  Granddad,”  “A  shares  with  us  the  times  he  saw  God  him  in  the  fellows 
Walk  Through  the  Woods,”  etc.  Mix-  in  his  rural  childhood,  teenage  years  Register  is  pastor, 
on’s  word  pictures  are  vivid.  His  and  even  his  adult  days  in  nature,  full-tir 

underlying  lessons  are  clear.  In  the  p^ple,  games,  and  family  living.”  tainer  and  confei 
introduction,  J.  Ralph  Noonkester,  Highly  recommended  reading.  —  relocated  in  Bator 
president  of  William  Carey  College,  AWM  singing  come 


People  who  drink  or  use  drugs  may 
look  for  what  seems  the  easiest 
technique  for  quitting,  and,  unfor¬ 
tunately  want  to  follow  that  techni¬ 
que.  One  needs  to  fully  appreciate  the 
fact  that  it  is  next  to  impossible  to 
stop  drinking  or  to  stop  taking  drugs 


James  A.  Lewis  has  resigned  as 
pastor  of  Academy  Church.  Tippah 
County,  to  become  pastor  of  l^st 

aLo^ville  Church. 

Winston  County. 

For  the  past  six 
years  he  has  serv¬ 
ed  on  the  Missis¬ 
sippi  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention  Board.  He 
is  currently  ser\  - 
ing  as  chairman  of 
the  Church  Minis- 
Lewis  ter  Relations  and 

Annuity  Advisory  Committee. 

His  new  address  is  Route  4.  Box  286. 
Louisville.  MS  39339 


Youths  ask 


Barry  Worrell  has  accepted  a  posi¬ 
tion  as  minister  of  music  and  youth. 
Emmanuel  Church.  Grenada.  He 
goes  to  Grenada  from  Salem  Church. 
Collins.  Worrell  and  his  wife,  Jane, 
have  two  children. 


Pray  and  Roddy  will  be 
musicians  at  Glorieta 


lapltHt  SprnrJn 


•  Bible  Book:  Deliverance  and  the  Feast  of  Purim 

•  Uniform:  God^s  tests  of  a  true  prophet 

•  Life  and  Work:  Victory  in  Jesus 


Deliverance 

By  Billy  McKa^ 

Esther 

Introduction.  It  is  reported  that 
Napoleon  once  asked  for  one  brief 
statement  supporting  the  inspiration 
.  of  the  Bible.  The  reply  given  was  “the 
Jew.”  Indeed  the  survival  of  the  Jews 
under  the  numerous  historical  threats 
of  genocide  (the  systematic  measures 
of  exterminating  a  race  of  people)  is 
one  of  the  miracles  of  history.  Some¬ 
one  said,  “We  are  immortal  until  our 
work  is  finished.”  Esther  is  a  symbol 
of  God's  continuing  action  to  raise  up 
deliverers  for  his  people.  Joseph, 
Moses.  Deborah  and  other  judges,  and 
Daniel  are  examples.  The  seeming 
coincidences  of  Esther  turn  out  not  to 
be  coincidences  at  all  but  rather  they 
heighten  the  sense  of  the  Unseen  but 
real  power  Who  determines  the  entire 
course  of  events. 


and  the  Feast  of  Purim 


I  The  circumstances  of  deliverance 
(8:1-14).  This  chapter  opens  with 
Elsther  being  given  the  house  of 
Haman,  and  Mordecai  is  given  the 
king’s  ring  (a  symbol  of  authority) 
and  is  placed  as  custodian  over  the 
house  of  Haman.  Despite  Esther’s 
personal  victory  over  Haman,  the 
royal  edict  against  the  Jews  stood 
firm  (cf.  Dan.  6:8).  Like  Pilate, 
Xerxes  washed  his  hands  and  gave 
Esther  full  authority  as  long  as  the 
decree  stood. 

First,  in  8:1-2  we  see  the  favored 
position  of  Mordecai. 

Second,  in  8:3-14  we  shall  see  the 
favored  plea  of  Esther.  Here  Elsther 
successfully  negotiates  a  second 
decree  which  gives  every  Jew  the 
right  to  defend  themselves  on  the  thir¬ 
teenth  day  of  the  twelveth  month 
when  the  Jews’  enemies  are  to  be 


allowed  to  kill  all  Jews  in  the  entire 
Persian  empire.  8:11-12  shows  the  ex¬ 
act  treatment  intended  for  the  Jews 
is  to  be  meted  out  on  their  enemies. 
The  term  ‘hll  the  power  of  the  people” 
means  “armed  force”  The  Jews  were 
to  arm  themselves  for  the  attack  of 
the  enemies.  Please  remember  that 
the  Persians  could  only  kill  Jesus  on 
one  day  (cf.  3:13).  Note  in  8:15-17  the 
exaltation  of  Mordecai.  8:17  should  be 
studied  in  light  of  Exodus  15:16  and 
Deuteronomy  11:25.  According  to 
8:17b  many  Persians  apparently  felt 
the  God  of  the  Jews  was  ruling  over 
their  destiny  in  a  particular  way. 

II.  The  campaign  of  deliverance 
(9:1-16).  9:1  indicates  by  the  term  “the 
enemies  of  the  Jews”  that  the  tribe  of 
Haman  was  large!  Haman  was  the 
key  person  in  the  move  toward 
genocide.  The  Broadman  Commen¬ 


tary  says,  “history  bears  out  that 
there  were  several  such  incidents  of 
genocide  against  the  Jews  in  Persia.” 
9:1-2  tells  of  the  auth<M'’k  faith  in  divine 
providence  (cf.  Deut.  33:27).  9:2-5 
shows  that  the  Persian  officials 
favored  edict  number  two.  That  was 
because  Haman  was  dead  and 
Mordecai  was  in  the  driver'^  seat.  In 
9:10  Haman’s  10  sons  were  slain.  This 
is  probably  because  they  were  ob¬ 
viously  involved  in  the  plot,  as  was  the 
case  of  Achan’s  family  in  Joshua 
7:24-26. 

The  evil  spirit  of  Haman  permeated 
the  rest  of  the  house  In  9:10b  we  learn 
that  they  took  nothing.  Th^  did  not 
do  as  Saul  had  done  in  I  Samuel  15:3. 
It  shows  the  Jews  had  no  mercenary 
motive  (cf.  Joshua  7).  9:13  is  pro¬ 
bably  explained  by  the  fact  that  fur¬ 
ther  danger  still  threatened  the  Jews 
in  Shushan  unless  further  measures 
were  taken. 

Rawlinson  calls  attention  to  the  im¬ 
portance  of  9:3  as  bearing  on  0:16. 


God^  ’s  tests  of  a  true  prophet 


By  Gus  Merritt 
Jeremiah  23:9-40;  27-28 
Historical  background:  Following 
Jehoiakim’s  death,  Jehoiachin  came 
to  the  throne.  He  reigned  only  three 
miserable  months  and  was  carried 
away  into/  captivity  to  Babylon, 
Zedekiah  came  to  the  throne  after 
Jehoiakin.  Evil  was  rampant 
throughout  the  entire  country  and  the 
l^ders,  both  secular  and  priests, 
y  wre  to  blame.  There  was  a  terrible 
drought  which  was  a  result  of  the  evil 
in  the  land.  The  drought  was  a  part  of 
God’s  judgement. 

The  marks  of  a  false  prophet 
(23:16-17, 21-22).  The  false  prophet  has 
not  stood  in  counsel  with  (Jod.  He 
speaks  from  a  vision  of  his  own  heart 
and  not  from  God.  The  false  prophet 
also  speaks  the  things  he  thinks  peo¬ 
ple  want  to  hear  or  that  which  will 

Victory 

By  Peter  McLeod 
II  Thessalonians  2:1-17 
A  friend  recently  shared  a  state¬ 
ment  made  by  a  speaker  at  a  con¬ 
ference  she  had  attended:  “Life  is 
hard  —  and  then  you  die.”  That’s 
sobering  but  it’s  also  indicative  of  how 
cynically  many  people,  even  CTiris- 
tians,  view  life  in  today’s  world.  Life 
is  hard  and  death  is  certain,  but  to  live 
in  a  spirit  of  cynicism  is  contradictory 
to  what  the  gospel  is  all  about.  It’s 
also  contradictory  to  the  kind  of  hope 
and  lifestyle  that  Paul  has  spelled  out 
for  the  Thessalonians  throughout  this 
study  and  yet  it’s  a  problem  which 
kept  rearing  its  ugly  head.  Paul  had 
to  once  again  address  its  reality,  but 
he  also  once  again  had  to  reaffirm 
God’s  involvement  and  purpose  in  our 
world  and  in  our  lives. 

(1)  Evil  is  real  (vs.  1-12) 

This  is  a  difficult  passage  and 
scholars  have  debated  its  meaning 
and  implications  for  centuribs.  When 
all  is  said  and  done,  however,  no  one 
really  knows  all  that  Paul  was  saying, 
but  certain  truths  do  emerge  which 
are  as  applicable  today  as  they  were 
2,000  years  ago. 


promote  his  own  interests.  They  give 
wmds  of  comfort  and  assurance  to  the 
ones  who  rebel  against  (Jod.  That  is 
false  assurance.  Rather  than  calling 
the  wicked  to  repent,  they  tell  them 
tb^  are  all  right.  Tli^  promise  good 
tolbose  who  despise  the  word  of  the 
Lord,  {presumably  the  message  of 
Jeremiah.  Peace  and  related  bless¬ 
ings  come  only  to  those  who  hear  and 
obey  God. 

These  same  characteristics  of  the 
false  pro{>het  described  in  Jeremiah 
are  also  characteristics  of  false  [>ro- 
phets  of  every  age.  It  is  recorded  in  2 
Timothy  4:3,  that  the  time  would 
come  when  the  [leople  would  call  to 
themselves  teachers  to  s{)eak  what 
was  pleasing  to  them.  There  is  a 
ready  market  for  that  kind  of  teaching 
and  preaching.  There  are  those  in  this 
day  who  are  always  ready  to  say  they 

in  Jesus 

(a)  There  is  a  struggle  for  our 
loyalties.  Paul  did  not  attem()t  to  of¬ 
fer  a  definitive  statement  as  to  who 
the  “evil  one”  was  or  when  he  would 
step  forward  in  the  scene  of  history. 
He  simply  wanted  the  Thessalonians 
to  stop  s{>ending  so  much  time  worry¬ 
ing  about  and  waiting  for  the  event 
and  to  get  on  with  the  job  of  living  for 
and  in  Christ  Jesus. 

Even  today  there  are  those  Chris¬ 
tians  who  s[)end  so  much  time  and 
energy  trying  to  define  and  identify 
the  anti-Christ  that  they  neglect  the 
task  to  which  God  has  called  them.  By 
default  they  are  guilty  of  giving  more 
prominence  and  importance  to  the 
ultimate  loser  than  to  the  ultimate 
victor.  As  Martin  Buber  observed,  “If 
the  Messiah  has  come,  where  are  the 
Messiah’s  |)eople?”  That’s  a  stinging 
question  from  a  Jewish  philoso|;>her, 
but  it’s  one  we  need  to  h^r  and  con¬ 
sider.  “Where  are  the  Messiah’s  {leo- 
ple  if  he  has  come?” 

In  Thessalonica  they  were  doing 
nothing  while  wringing  their  hands  in 
fear.  Inertia  and  fear  have  no  perma¬ 
nent  place  in  the  Christian  exiierience 
and,  like  the  Thessalonians,  we  need 


think  the  listener  wants  to  hear, 
whether  it  is  the  truth  or  not.  So  many 
(leople  want  to  live  their  lives  a{>art 
from  the  leadership  fo  the  Lord  and 
then  not  want  to  give  an  account  of 
themselves  to  the  Lord.  Therefore, 
they  will  follow  whoever  will  excuse 
or  condone  their  sins  and  still  allow 
them  to  be  “religious.” 

It  is  im{)ortant  for  the  (Christian  to 
discern  what  he  or  she  hears  as  to 
whether  it  is  the  truth  or  not.  If  what 
is  heard  nins  counter  the  Bible,  there 
is  no  basis  for  truth  in  it.  Each  one 
who  is  interested  in  the  truth  should 
know  what  God  teaches  in  his  word. 
When  one  comes  claiming  to  have  a 
new  revelation  or  truth,  it  should  be 
checked  against  the  word  of  God.  We 
have  a  right  to  question  the  source  of 
authority  of  those  who  come  s{)eak- 
ing,  “Thus  saith  the  LimxI.”  God’s  stan- 


to  be  reminded  of  that  fact. 

(b)  Whose  battle  are  we  fighting? 
Paul  was  trying  to  get  the  believers 
on  the  move  by  reminding  them  that 
they  were  fighting  the  wrong  battle. 
They,  like  us,  weren’t  to  be  fighting 
each  other  —  they  were  to  be  fighting 
the  power  of  evil  and  that  is  God’s 
battle. 

When  Jesus  said  to  his  disciples, 
“. . .  on  this  rock  I  will  build  my 
church  and  the  gates  of  hell  will  not 
overcome  it.  I  will  give  you  the  keys 
of  the  kingdom  of  heaven  . . .”  (Matt. 
16: 19),  he  was  not  issuing  an  anemic 
promise  of  support.  Rather,  he  was 
proclaiming  a  transfusion  of  {rawer 
for  his  disciples. 

We  sing  “A  mighty  fortress  is  our 
God  and  he  is,  but  too  often 

we  adopt  a  “hold  the  fort”  mentality. 
This  (Mssage  in  Matthew  bursts  with 
the  command  to  move  out  and  batter 
down  the  gates  of  hell  and  that’s  ac¬ 
tion!  Sitting  idly  by  and  wringing  our 
hands  will  not  usher  in  God’s 
kingdom.  We  need  to  be  busy  in 
fitting  the  battle  God  has  given  us 
with  the  armaments  he  has  {jromised. 

(2)  Victory  is  certain  (vs.  13-17) 

Everyone  loves  a  winner  and  most 
of  us  like  to  be  on  a  winning  team.  It 


dards  of  righteousness,  truth,  and 
morality  have  not  changed.  Anyone 
coming  alcmg  and  lowering  these 
standards  should  be  branded  as  a 
false  pro{)het.  < 

The  false  pro{)het  goes  forth  when 
he  has  not  b^n  sent  and  s{)eaks  when 
he  has  no  message  from  God.  The 
false  prophet,  as  someone  has 
deafiDhedium,  is  “going  nowhere  so 
fast,  he  is  arriving  out  of  breath,  and 
s{)eaking  more  4nd  more  about  less 
and  less.”  If  the  false  pro{>het  had 
stood  in  God’s  counsel,  be  would  s{)eak 
(jod’s  truth  and  call  the  {leople  from 
their  evil,  leading  them  to  re{>ent 
(23:21-22). 

Jeremiah’s  challenge  to  the  false 
prophet,  Hananiah  (28:5-9,  15-I6B). 
Nebuchadnezzar  had  carried  away 
Jehoiachin  and  some  of  the  {leople  in¬ 
to  exile.  He  had  also  carried  away  the 
vessels  of  the  temple  Jeremiah  plac¬ 
ed  a  yoke  u{x>n  his  neck  and  urged  the 
people  to  submit  willingly  to 


gives  us  a  sense  of  security  and  con¬ 
fidence  in  what  we  do  and  tends  to 
move  us  out  from  a  holding  {lattem. 
This  is  the  truth  of  what  Paul  is  com¬ 
municating  here  to  the  Thessalonians. 
A  {>ara()hrastic  translation  might 
read:  “Look,  friends,  you  ought  to 
live  in  gratitude  and  praise  for  what 
God  has  done  for  you.  He  loves  you, 
he’s  chosen  you  for  service,  and  he’s 
called  you  to  share  in  Christ’s  glory. 
Why  are  you  sitting  around  douig 
nothing?  (^t  busy  and  be  about  the 
task  he  has  given,  for  you  have  a 
secret  weapon  which  the  world  does 
not  have  —  the  knowledge  that  you’re 
on  the  winning  side.”  What  a 
promise! 

If  you’ve  ever  watched  a  master 
play  an  amateur  at  the  game  of 
checkers,  you’ve  probably  observed 
that  in  early  plays,  it  seems  as  though 
the  novice  will  win.  In  reality,  the 
master  is  only  lining  things  up  so  he 
can  sweep  the  board  clean  once  he 
moves  his  man  into  “king’s  row.”  His 
voice  rings  with  trium{>h  as  he  says, 
“Crown  that  man  king!” 

In  a  like  manner,  Paul  reminds  the 
Thessalonians  that  even  though  it 
may  ap{>ear  that  evil  has  the  upper 
hand,  God  is  the  master  player.  In  his 


That  the  Jews  should  have  been  allow¬ 
ed  to  slay  75,000  has  been  pronounc¬ 
ed  incredible,  but  it  is  not  so  when  we 
consider  that  the  leaders  of  the  nation 
took  their  side.  The  probability  is, 
however,  that  the  slain  were  {raople  of 
other,  subject  nations,  for  whom  the 
Persians  did  hot  {larticularly  care. 

III.  The  celebration  of  deliverance 
(9:17-32).  This  {>assage  gives  the 
details  of  the  Feast  of  Purim.  It  was 
a  “good  day”  (9:19, 22)  and  not  a  “ho¬ 
ly  day”  (cf.  Lev.  23).  “Purim”  is  from 
“Pur”  ;which  means  “a  lot”  (cf.  3:7).““ 
The  “im”  is  like  the  English  “s”  mak¬ 
ing  it  a  plural.  Purim  thus  signifies 
the  providential  turn  of  events  in  favor 
of  the  Jews  which  was  to  be  com- 
memcH^ted  by  an  annual  celebration. 

Conclusion.  Proverbs  16:33  might 
well  summarize  the  book  of  Esther: 
“The  lot  is  cast  into  the  lap,  but  the 
whole  disposing  thereof  is  of  the 
Lord.” 
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Babylon’s  rule  so  they  would  not  be 
destroyed  (Jeremiah  27). 

Hananiah  challenged  Jeremiah 
concerning  the  yoke  He  issued  a  false 
prophecy  saying  that  the  Lord  would 
break  the  yoke  of  bondage  by  Babylon 
-and  would  return  the  vessels  of  the 
temple  and  the  {>eople  who  had  been 
carried  away  within  two  years 
(28:2i-4).  Jeremiah’s  reply  was  to  the 
effect  that  he  hoped  the  words  of 
Hananiah  would  come  to  pass. 
However,  Jeremiah  knew  this  would 
not  happen.  He  then  said  that  the 
mark  of  a  true  pro{ihet  was  when 
what  he  pro{)hesied  came  to  {lass. 
This  is  drawn  from  Deut.  18:22.  If 
what  was  pro{>hesied  did  not  come  to 
{)ass,  the  pro{)het  was  to  be  {Hit  to 
death.  Jeremiah  then  prophesied 
Hananiah’s  death  within  the  year. 
Jeremiah’s  prophecy  came  true. 
Hananiah  died  two  months  later. 
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time,  he  will  sweep  the  board  of 
history  clean,  {raint  mankind  to  his 
Son  and  say,  “Now,  crown  this  man 
king!” 
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